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BLACK FLIES

The first black flies hatch when the water temperature reaches 39 degrees or
the day before you go fo Maine, Vermont, or New Hampshire, whichever comes first.
The biack fly seascn lasts for one month, except in any part of northern New
England where there are trees. The first black fty season ends the first night
that the ambient alr temperaturc steys below 25 degrees for six hours or more, or
the day after your vacation is over, whichever comes last. The best insect
repef lent Is Hawaii. ;

M, R. Montgomery in the Boston Globe.
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This is PERSONAL NOTES #9, the poly-unflourinated fanzine and journal of
opinion. Please do not confuse it with the New Yorker or the Communications
of the ACM. It appears erratically and is available only upon the whim of the
editor. It is usually available by unarranged trade, for contributions, or upon
request. 1t used to be available by subscription at ridiculous rates, but 1
discovered that people were willing to pay ridiculous rates.

(c) 1977 by Richard Harter. All rights reserved to the contributors. All
material submitted, including letters of comment, are subject to revision by
the editor.

So much for the usual noises that us big time publishers must make +to appease
the multitudes. PN is a personalzine, which means that i1+ prints mostly material
by The editor about what happens Yo strike his fancy. The format is junkyard
informal, which means that stuff is put in in random order and in random |ayouts.

Do not count on the table of contents to help you out, for it is probably inaccurate,
and may contain del iberate fafsifications. .In fact the entire magazine may consist
of deliberate faisifications. In any case there may not be a table of contents.

How should | knew? | just started putting the zine together.

One further note on the artwork. There witl
~robably be a lot miscel lancous artwork that —
i"As been tTraced from artsy colioring books. '
Artwork which Is by individual artists will
be attributed.

At this point | would insert a fascinating
2 discussion of what will be In this issue
Cj but | am rapidly running
7\ e ——————— out of space. Maybe it
(_EE. = will be on the next page.




| fear that the adventures of Bongo the barbarizcn are not destined to see
print. 1+ was one of those half baked idsas that are best left out of the oven.
It happens, however, that | have this stencil left over and, as they say, waste
not, want not.- (Rccent government surveys have shown that 74.9% of all people
who say “Waste not, want not" are poverty stricken. This, however, docs not
demean the nobility of the concept.}

{ thought | would devote this issue or some substantial part thereof to telling
my readers . who | am. The major reason for doing so is that it has occurred to me
that there are a number of my readers who have no particular idea who | am or
anything about me. The rocipients of the first few issues of PN were all people
known to me personaily or through prior contact in fanzines or in apas. Over
time, though, | have acquired a number of readers who are not acquainted with
me except through the pages of PN.

My first thought was fo print, in effect, an Inventory of my life and that is
what | expect | will do. The question itself, however, is worthy of some comment.
[+ is a popular question. Thc young person wandering in @ mental .or physicail .
hegira in search of answers to the question, "Who am i?", is 2 cliche.

Therc are |ittiec games designed to bring out answers to that question. FfFor exampie,
suppose you are going to be stranded on a desert island for an indcefinitely long
period of time. You can pick one compznion and three books. Who is the companion
and what are the threc books?  Or, describe yourself in one sentcnce.

The 1atter is more informative than one might first imagine. For example, my,
father might have described himself by ™I am 2 farmer in South Dakota.™ This
would not tell you anything ‘about him as = person but would tell you a great deal
about the boundaries of his life and his probzble activities and interests. |
could describe myself by "I am a sciuntific programmer residing in the Boston arez
who was born and raised on a ranch In South Dakota.® Make of it what you will.
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tt is an interesting sort of guestion. |f | do an inventory of myself, am |
answering the question. Fine clothes, they say, do not make the man. What,
then, does? Am | defined by the clothes [ wear? Hardly., {f | list the schools
| have attended, the jobs | have held, the women | have loved, my hobbies and
interests, have | defined myseif. Perhaps not, for | could abandon all of these
things and remain myself.

The ultimate answer to "Who are you?" is "1 am me." One can compare the
problem of answering the question to peeling an onion. On the outside are the
most peripheral and iransient aspects of oneself - ones clothes and personal
posessions. One can peel these off and be left with things that are more integrai
tc onesaelf. These in furn can be peesied off until one is left with the basic
aspects of one's personaiity. At this point there are two schools of thought.
One is that one eventually arrives at an irreducible core of one's self that is
variously known as the soul or one's true self. The other theory is that, like
an onion, one can keep peeling until there is nothing left - there is no irreducible
seif. The resolution of this question is beyond The scope of this fanzine.

The question can be taken in several ways. For example, suppose That you have
arrivad home late at night and somewhat the worse for wear and you discover that
you have forgotten vour keys and that the house is Jocked. Undaunted you decide
to crawl through 2z half open window. While you are wriggling through a strange
voice within the house. says "Who are yout" Less dramatic but more common are iwo
principal forms of the question - the private and the public. The private form
is internal and personal; the form ot the answer and the meaning of fThe question
varies a great deal from person to person. The public form is really a request
to identify oneself within The context of society. |+ is the latter form of the
question that t inftend fo answer. (Bat note that *the discussion so far already
tells you somethins aboul what soxt of per~:mn I am.)
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Enough of Chitchat. Let us begin.

First of -~ 1, ~ ~ily and such. Like Cavid Copperfield i was born. Unlike David,
| was born in Highmors South Dakota on June 29, 1935. My parents are Morris and
June Harter. (This is one of those vexing juestions - should I say are or were?

My father is deceased, having died in 196¢. My mother still lives at the family
place. I suppose it de-ends on one's opi ‘un of the hereafter or somesuch.) |
have three sisters, Lynn, Nanci, and lLois, and ho brothers.

Lynn is the oldest. She was born in January 1938 and was originally named
Doris Harter. (Our parents did not give any of us middle names. It was their
theory that we could pick ones we liked when we got older. The three girls all
adopted middle names but I never did. It is one of my standing jokes that I was
a depression baby and that we couldn't afford middle names.) As it happens she
never |iked the name Doris. She took the middle name Lynn which she now uses
exclusively. We were Doris and Dick in school, though.

Lynn attended grade school a' North Eagle township country school (as did 1)
and High School at Highmore High Schoo!t. She attended two years at Augustana
college in Souix Falls, South Dakota. She then transferred to Boston University.
She spent one year lhere and one year at Aix in France as an exchange student.
She needed one more term at BU to. finish her degree. Instead of returning immediately
however, she spent a period of fTime in France where she held an assortment of jobs
such as modelling and being a governess, Eventual ly she landed a job as a hostess
in a US army base in France. It was there that she me~ Dick Sisson, whom she was
eventually to marry. Dick was and is a Doctor. He was stationed there during the
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tour of military duty that almost all doctors got stuck with in the late unlamented
days of the draft. Lynn returned to BU to finish her degree and they got married.
Thoy lived for a while in. Pittsburgh (Dick is from that area) while he was working
on his residency. He started as a surgeon and then switched to radiology. Once
that was done they moved out o California. They now tive in Paimdate. They

have two children, Mark and Rebin who are both in Junior High.

Lynn and | were quite close aithough we quarreled a great deal as kids. We
werc both raised on the ranch and had no other playmates at home. We tended to
invent our own pastimes which included such things as playing tag on the roofs of
the farm buildings. We also dug holes in the bock yard until we got down to the
clay which we mined for gold. (Well, it was yellow.)

Nanci is the middle sister. Shec was born in 1945, We moved from the ranch
to the place scuth of town in 1948 so she attended grade school and high school
in Highmore. She had just started grade school when | ieft home in 1952 to start
college and | saw very little of her in her school years. She attended a Lutheran
college in Minnesota whose name | can never remember. On the other hand | can
recall that she majored in Spanish. She became (and still is) a teacher in
California. She married a boy named Tom Adams. They were very happily married
for awhile but are now separated and have been for some time. (If | am not

mistaken they are still technically married.) Nanci is into skiing, ornithology,
and teaching. Nanci and Mary and | once spent an evening singing camp songs while
having an elaborate dinner at The Cafe Budapest. She Is a founding member of the

Ctiche of the Month Club. Nanci is another name changer. She was born Nancy and
setftled on ‘Nanci Ann. Nanci is the only one of the four of us fo go straight
Through col lege in four years - rebelling, no doubt, against the example of her
elder siblings.

lois is the youngest. She was born in |950. Like Nanci, | saw very littie
of her in the years that she was growing up. She was the least drastic in the
family pastime of name changing since she added a middle name of Ann and that
was it. Lois is the frippic heak of the family. 3She went to college at Wisconsin
U in Madison. She recently graduated in some variety of biology. | never really
understood her explanations but | believe it was under some kind of build your own
major plan; in any case it involved a lct of botany. Her scholastic career was
interrupted by the usual tour of duty of youth wandering about the country. Lois
has just moved 1o Califernia where she is discovering the delights of having a
job and not being poverty stricken. Lois refers to PERSONAL NOTES as a strangezine.
She is not destined to tive long.

All of my sisters are wonderful pecople.

My father was born and raised, lived and died in Hyde county, South Dakota.
(Highmore is the county seat of Hyde County.) His operation was typical of our
area ~ a mixture of farming and ranching. He liked the life and was good at if.
It was always a disappointment to him that | had no inclination for farming cr to
carry on with the place. ' Hc was a good man, aiways willing to help others, and
mostly good natured and friendiy. He was very well |iked and had many friends and
few enomies. He also taught me fto drink whisky and play poker - what more can
a man do for his son. He died at 52 of cancer. Some things are not right.
Oh yes, his name was Morris Wilson Harter. (Lynn and I were raised to call our
parents Morris and June; Nanci and Lois were raised to call them Mother and Father.)

My 'grandfather, George Harter, was a curmudgeen. That, | think is fair enough.
He was born in 1881 as one of a large family, mostiy boys, of Pennsytlvania Dutch
extraction. (fhe family name was originally Heartter.) He moved up from Nebraska
to South Dakota and started the ranch. He started out from scratch and kept
working and improving until he had built up three places. There was the ranch,
another place south of it, and some land just south of town. He had two children,
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; Morris and Frances. Frances married
- Hugh McKelvey. They farmed for many years in Hyde
county and are now retired. My grandmother Mary Harter, born
Mary Wiison was aiso from Nebraska. She had an incredible store of detail
about all branches of the family which she would spin out for hours. Unfortunately
| remember very |ittle of if.

My mother was, | believe, born Vera Eileen Hanson. She has always been called
June and sometime ago changed her name legally to June. June is a neat person.
She Tives at the place south of town in the brick house that she designed and
paints and gardens and watches birds and edits an ornithological quarterly. She
sybscrubes to English periodicals and keeps track of her scattered children.

She is the resident guru of an oasis in the parched brown grass of South Dakota.
She was born in Chicago in a year that | am pot at liberty to reveal. Her
parents wandered a bit and she always ciaims that she is an Okie.

June was the eldest of eight brothers and sisters, all of whom are involved
with religion cxzept fer. Most of them live in Oregon and | have long since
given up on keeping frack of them all, let alone my cousins on my mothers slde.
Her mother is my only surviving grandparent.
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So much for the family tree. ! could go on at great length - in fact | do
go on at great {ength, al! too offen. | expect that all of my kin folk who read
this will say "Is thav at!| you found to say?" whereas those who do not know my
kin folk will wonder who all of these people are.

And now, a brief chronology of my life:

The first six years of my life werc spent at home on the ranch. The first
two years of grade school | attended in town and lived with my grandparents.
(The ranch, incidentally, was 13 and 1/2 miles southwest of town. Town was
Highmore, South Dakota, population 1100, and county seat of Hyde county.)

For the third through eighth grades | |ived at home and attended the country
school in North Eagle township. This was about three and one haif miles from
our place. The usual attendence was about eight or ten for ali grades. | spent

five years there, skipping the fifth grade.

fn 1948 we bhad completed buiiding The new place which was one mile south of
town. This was convenient since | sterted High Schoo! that year. | graduated
from high school (Harters law of capitalization: Wwhen one starts High School it
is capitalized; when one graduates it is lower case.) In 1952 :

That fall | started college at South Dakota schooi of Mines and Technoiogy.
This was not one of the more distinguished periods in my academic career. After
four quarters | had acquired a good bridge game, 2 fair chess game, an excelient
poker game and an astounding number of incompletes.



After this inauspicious beginning | returned home and worked on the ranch for
a while. This was not entirely to my tasfc and 1 looked for something else to
do. Something else was joining the Marine Corps. | became a radar technieian
and was stationed at Cherry Point, North Carotina, with a brief sojourn in Panama.

In the fall of 1957 | got out and returned to South Dakota with no great notions
as to what t was going tc do next. As it happens one of my licutenants had fold me
that | should go to MiT so | got in my car and drove out to Cambridge Mass fo take
a look at the place. | discovered Harvard Square and fetl in love with it.

I then got a job as an electronics technician with Raytheon. This lasted a year.
To be precise it lasted until my second winter. Not liking it much, | got a job
as a radar technician with RCA on the Atlantic missile test range. While there
| made enough playing poker to finance my way through college.

Not being too bright, ! left Grand Bahama l|sland in the winter of 59/€0 .
to go to college at South Dkota State College in Brookings South Dakota.
spent two and one half years there and left, being just short of having a degree.

In the fall of 1962 | returned to Massachusetts and began job hunting. | found
a job as a contract programmer working at AFCRL (Air Force Combridge Research
tabosratory.) | worked there for. a couple of years and then returned fo Brookings

o complete my degree.

| again returned to Massachusetts, this ftime with a job offer waiting for me.
| worked at NASA-ERC for about a year and a half running the scientific programming
section. | also was taking courses at Northeastern for a doctorate.

| then dropped out and became a full time student. | must admit that being a
full time student does not necessarily mean that one is necessarily taking a lot
of courses ~ | was |iving very cheaply and doing a lot of studying of things that
interested me and ¥aking an occasional course. Summers 1 would work for a company
called Geoscience as their staff mathematician. Eventually | started working for
Them full time in 1969. The company folded shortly thereafter....

I+ so happened that wken the company folded
I was working on the few active research
contracts that they had. | simply picked
them up and became a consultant. This
happy arrangement lasted until the spring
of 1971 when 1| ran out of
contracts and money. | got
a job at AFCRL again. This
lasted only a few months. A
friend of mine talked me into
applying for a job at lincotn Labs,
again as a contract programmer. |
did and went to work on a large and
magnificently useless software project.
{t was. good for much valuable experience
and two ftrips to Hawaii at govermment
expense. (Actuwally I was going to
Kwajelein, which is the terminator of ‘the
. . Pacific missile test range. However I -
stopped off in Hawaii for several days both
times.)

All, good- things come to an end and the project
was terminated in June 1974. | immediately went
to work for a company in Texas.
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The general arrangement was Tthat | was working in Cambridge and would make occasionai
trips down there. After six months | switched over to working for Bolt Beranek

& Newman i

now and |

n Cambridge. This in fturn ended this spring and here we are at practicaily
am working at Lincolin Lab agzin.

So much for brief chronologies....

And now for a brief diversion. In one of my favorite Broomhida strips, Broomhilda
is standing on a mountain fop addressing the powers that be. The conversation goes

like this:
Broomhlida: O©Oh, powers that be, why do all the bad things in life happen to ME?
'Pcwéfs: Well, you just look like someone that bad things oughta happen to.
Broomhilda: LOOK like?
Powers: Yeah. That's our system. We go by looks. Not tooc good, huh?
Broomhilda: It's AWFUL!
Powers: Well, it probably would be better to go to a merit system. Y'know,
do the bad stuff to the ones that deserve it.
Broomhi{da: I should say sol!
Poers: But, gosh... That would take so much bookkeeping and legwork!
Private detectives and all that stuff!
We'll stick with looks. It's a lot easier. Drop a rock on her!
THUD
DRAMATCS:
| have done a fair bit of amateur dramatics in my day. [ have been In:
High school: 1t was in the Jr and Sr plays. One was Seven Keys to Baldpate. The
other wasn't. ' b -
A variety of stuff. Medea, The Merry Wives of Windsor, Emperor Jones,

Col lege:

and George Washington Slept Here were some of them. | also did the

villain in Dirtyworks at the Crossroads which was produced the dramatics
fraternity.  Ihere was a German one act play, Einer must Heiratep which
we did on play tour. There was a play produced in a local coffeehouse
in which | played the id of a female writer. And | did a summer of
summerstock metodrama. :

Since Then: Not much. | was in the Firebugs which was put on by the MIT community

players. And | bave been in two SF Gilbert and Sullivan parodies,
Captain Future meets Gilbert and Sullivan (1972) and Mik Ado about Nothing.
(1977).




Most of my acting was done during college.
1+ all started innocently enough. | tried out
for a play, mostly as a tark, shortly after |
get there and was hooked. A lerge part of the
time | was in college | was in one play or
another. The German one act play was part
of an interesting deal. Those people who
were active in dramatics were rewarded by
being given an opportunity o gc on a play
tour which was a2 tour of a group of high
schools in some region of the state. Our
tours were in the Black Hills., It lasted
about a week and we would hit two or
three high schools a day. This was
tricky because we would get into town,
tocate the high school, and then have
to be able fo perfcrm within an hour.

We had two cone act plays and 2
pantomime. The latter was 2
melodrama skit which was
performed in tTime to Rhapsody
In Blue., The German one act was
2 satire on the Brother's Grimm
and was performed with subtit]es.
(This was managed with a pro=
jector.)

The other one act play, which
I was not In, was Madame Butterfiy.,
[T turns out That there are thres
versions of Madam Butterftly - the
short story, the one act play, and
the |ight opera,

One of the schools that we played at was at Pine Ridge |ndian Reservation.
When Madam Butterfly opened the play with the {ine, "Suzukil, Suzuki, where is my
lTttte Suzuki," there was z |low snigger that ran across the auditorium. This
kept up for the entire play; each mention of Suzukl was good for a certain amount
of snickering. We learned afterwards that Suzuki Is very close To the Sioux word
for Penis,

Summerstock melodrama was fun. | had played the role of the viitain in the
malodrama produced at college which won me a spof in the cast of the Rockerville
Mel lerdrammer. We alternated two plays, Lily, the Felon's Daughter and East Lynne.
(Yes, the East Lynne of "Coming Next Week - East Lynnz"). We left for Rockervitle
immediately after classes let out and had one week to learn our |ines and constuct
the stage. . The plays were performed inside 2 large ftent; the foot!ights were cld
Fomato cans cut in half. Therc was 2 spot which was equally primitive. The
audience was encouraged to boo the villain and cheer the heroe which they ususlty
did with great abandon. They were also encouraged to. throw pesanuts at the actors,
particularly the villain. Thare were two reasons for this. One is that it is
traditional. The other is that the management made it s profit selfling peanuts.
(So now you know the origin of the phrase, "Working for peanuts”.) | was the
Viliain in East Lynne and the father of the horoine in Lily the Felon's Daughter.
{(Part of the reason for not having one person play the villain in both plays is
that the role is a very demanding and oxhausting one.)
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For the first weck or so we were fighting the battle of getting our perform-
ances down cold. Once we had done that we felt free to ad Iib and invent all
sorts of little bifs of business, some of them quite spontancous. These some-
Times cracked up the cast as well as the audience.

For example, there is a choice moment in East Lynne towards the end where most
of the cast is gathered onstage, except for the villain who has just been exposed
for what he is and has dashed off stage. The heroine expresses concern that the
viltain will escape. AT thls poini her brether is supposed to reassure her with
the tine, "Don't worry, lLady Barbara, his goosc !s cooked. The place is surrounded
by police.'" One night, however, he popped out with, "Don't worry, tady Barbara,
his goose is cooked. The place Is surrounded by goose cookers.™
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it has just occurred to me that t haven't been supplying page numbers. Here is
a page number: (9. Use it when you get ot page ninetzen.
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SCIENCE FICTION AND FANCOM

Recent studies in the physiology and psychology of addiction have shown the
SF addict is born an addict. Until he makes his first major encounter with SF
he remains a latent addict. Once contact is made, however, addiction is automatic
and violent. Typically first contact addiction is follwed by a period of intense
SF consumption which will eventually decay into mild or complete loss of interest.
Pecople who have lost all interest in Science Fiction and never read it anymore .
are known as Science Fiction fans...

Except for the fact that these studies arc completely ficticious they would
seem to cover my own case, except to the extent that they do not. All of which
is a complicated way of saying that | was attracted Yo SF at an early age and
took to it immediately.

| remember the first SF magazine that | ever read. |t was a wartime pulp that
was in a box of magazines at a relatives place. The only thing that | remember
of it is a story about how the Germans and the Japanese had been exiled to two
separate asteroids after the war. | have no notion which magazine it was and if
anyone can recatl it for me | wouild appreciate it.

I+ wasn't untii | was in hi gh school, however, that | really discovered the SF
magazines. Those were The days when the pulp boom was at its peak and distribution
w3s stTil|l gocd. Our tocal drugstores carried Amazing, Famous Fantastic Mystcries,
Fanatastic Novclis, Planet Stories, and somc.other odds and ends. They didn't
carry the Thrilling magazines but | could get these in a nearby town, along with
an occasional Astcunding. | became, in short order, a haunter of the newstands.
Later one | became a fledgling ictter hacker and tried my hand at writing. (No.
stories soid, but a number written.) [ was just starting to get involved with
fanzines when | joined the Marine Corps.

This ted to 2 fong hiatus. | lost all contact with.fandom and my SF reading becamo
desultary, | never lost intcrest, though. | would visit the newstands to pick up
the latest Ace doubles and whatever magazines were available. In part this was becausc
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the other activities of my life left little time for SF and in part it was because
[ didn®t know anyone clse who was actively intercsted. This hiatus came To an end
in 1962 when | discovered MITSFS (the MIT Science Fiction Sociecty.)

This happened by accident. Onc of my coworkers discovered that | was interested
in SF and suggested that | visit the MITSFS tibrary. It turned out that she f.od been
an MIT cood and was secretary of MITSFS. This sounded moderately interssting so |
did. It was there that | met Anthony R. Lewis for the first time. At that time
the evil Arluis was the librarian. He had buil ¥ the library pretty much up from
scratch to tho size of a major collection. Today the MITSFS{library is almost
certainly the largest open library collection of SF.

| found MITSFS to be utterly fascinating and began hanging around there about
overy night. There were endless discussions of SF and related topics. There werc
al} sorts of miscellaneous. insanity, including a game cajled Insanity. This was
played with coke bottle case and coke bottles. The rules of the game were that cach
player in turn would move bottles around with great verve, making gamesmanship
comments whifc thoy were doing so. The object of the game was to fool observers
into thinking that a real game was being played.

In those days MITSFS had |littie contact with SF fandom. (They still don't.)
[T was their proud motto that, "We aren't fans, we just read the stuff."” We used
to go off on group eating expeditions. These usuvally consisted of the Evil one,
Bob Tove, myslef, and a variety of others. Tove was and is a colorful character.
He once stopped talking to Fuzzy Pink Wisowaty (now Marily Niven) on the grounds
that hehad to cut his list of peopic that he talked to and she was at the end of
the alphabet.

A typical Tove story is of the time he and Tony Lewis (also known as the Evil
one, or Arluis) went to Jack and Marions, a local late night eating spot that we
visited regularly. There was a rather inebriated lady standing in line with them.
She addressed somc rathere drunken and slurred comments to Tony, who ignored them.
Shen then furned to Tove and said something like, "'t bet he thinks ['m drunk."
Tove Immediately ceplied, "I don't know what you're talking about, Lady.: There's
no one there."

Tove was aiso fond of te¢lling somecone on the phone to take a message and then
telling them to wait until he got a pencil and paper so he could take it down.

These days of innocencc lasted until about 1965., when Dave Vanderwerf introduced
us to fandom. Dave was onc the usual crowd of undergraduates who found extracurricuiar
activities more intcresting than his collegiate carcer. He was also intercsted
in such activities of organized fandom as putting out fanzines and putting on con-
ventions. He conceived the idea of bidding Boston for the worldcon in 1967. As
part of this master plan he and others organized the ‘late unilamented BOSFS (Boston
Science Fiction Society) which put on the first four Boskones. Concurrently
Irwin Strauss (a.k.a. as Fiithy Pierre and also a very colorful character) decided
to produce an index to the SF magazincs to carry on from wherce the Day index left
off. . The latter had e¢nded in 1950, The new index covered the period from 1951-1965.
This project was to have been under the suspices of MITSFS and MITSFS and Pierre
werc to have split the profits.

The MIT index and the Boskones werc an iliumination.fo the MITSFS crowd. A number
of NY fans camc up and we got our first look at conventions and fandom. We fcll
in with the CCNY crowd and quickly became jet sct con goers. In {966 Boston
put in its bid for the worldcon at the Tricon bidding session and failed markedly.
This actually had the effect of stirring more interest in fandom and worldcon bidding
among the rest of us - the 1967 bid was only sparsely supported in Boston. This
time we going Yo do it right. Therec werc two offshoots from this renewed determination.



One was LOCUS which was founded by Chariie Brown, Ed Meskys, and Dave Vanderwerf
with the idea of ¢reating 2 newszine which was friendiy to Boston. For a short
time LOCUS was coedited. by the three but 1t quickly became Charlie's zine and
evolved To become the-newletter of the SF field.

The other was the formation of NESFA (The New England Science Fiction Association.)
The purpose of NESFA was to create a strong local club which would put on Boskones
and supply the base for a new worldcon bid for 1971. (There was also the censideration
that a lot of the people who formed NESFA were no longer MIT students and shouldn't
be running MITSFS, which was nominally an undergraduatecactivity.) The NESFA of
then was scarcely the NESFA of today.

It did not have any money, and it didn't have any schedule of activities other
than putting on the Boskones. In somc ways it really was an attempt to formalize
an existing situation. One thing it did have was a constitution, which had built
info it the "NESFA work ethic." Briefly we had observed that most SF clubs were
functionally rather ineffective and that most of their activitics wers carried on
by a handful who did things almost in spite of the ciub. The trouble was, as we
diagnosed 1t, that those who did nothing for the club and didn't understand what was
involved in it's various activitics had an equal vote with those who were doing
the work. They were, so t speak, dominated by the drones. We decided to avoid
this by making voting membership contigent on activity ~ you had to work for the
club to get the right to vote on its affairs.

We very quickly acgquired a big chunk of purpose with the index. T seems that
Pierrec was persona non grata with the Institute and that they did not cotton to the
idea of an undergraduate making money using the Institutes name and materials. As
a result the deal between MITSFS and Pierre fell through and, after a settlement,
Pierre retained the Index and the printers bill, which MITSFS was going to pay.
Pierre didn't have the money, and got drafted; the printer repossessed the remaining
books. One of the first things that the newly born NESFA did was to buy up the
remaining copies of the Index from the printers. This put NESFA into the book
sciling game.: Pierre had also put out a coupte of anntal supplements. NESFA
picked up on this also, and, presto, we were in the indexing game.

The period from 1967-197t was, to my mind, the heyday of NESFA. (A purely
biassed and personal opinion.) We were involved in the worldcon bid, which meant

going to a tot of regional conventions and hosting partics. We were running
Boskones which were much smaller and much less formal in those days. The club
was sTil} pretiy much comprised of the originai members, who had been self selected

as a compatible group. Everything was new and exciting for us in Those days.
And, for the most part, we all were friends - the ciub had not yet been racked with
feuds.

In 1969 we won the Worldcon bid and (971 we put on Noreascon, which was the
targest convention ever at thot time and which was distinguished by being one of
the smoothest running conventions for years. | think that was the point at which
things started fo go wrong for the club, at first imperceptibly and then more and
more rapidly. To say that things began to go wrong is, of course, a personal
reaction - | am saying that | became l¢ss and [ess satisfied with things: But
it eventually became more than anyone person's reaction.



In the years 1967-1975 NESFA pretty much was Boston fandom. [In {975, however,
the club was wracked with a major feud and Boston fandom splinitered, although

NESFA remains 2 -very strong club. | was caught in the middle of the furor and
didn't think much of it. Since then my interest in NESFA and in Boston fandom
has been considerbly less than it used to be. Although | still have friends on

all sides these really aren’t my people anymore.

In general, my social fanac has declined. | make a couple of cons a year. in
fact my fanac in general has been reduced - the most visible sign of life is This
zine and | rather suspect | am not a very typical fanzine fan. |'ve never been
an APA hacker although | did contribute APA-L for several years and have been 2
steady irreguiar in APA:NESFA. In generat, the APA scene does not enthrall me.

You know what. It must be getting timc to get on the FAPA waitlist.....

CLICK?

As the only femate engineer In a fairly targe chemical plant | am often asked
how | am accepted by my colleagues. 1 never quite knew how to answer that question
unti} the day my office partner returned to work after watching the birth of his
first child.

" 'm really surprised more people don't try fo participate,” he said enthus-
jastically. "It was the most meaningful experience of my jife! Really, Judy,
if you ever marry and have children, go into the del ivery room. You'll never
regret it1"

{ stared at him in disbelief. "if | every marry and have children," | said
slowly, "l have a feeling i'l! be there."

My partner looked at me as if seeing me for the first time. '"Oh! Oh, yes,"

he choked as his blush [ighted up the office. And from that moment ['ve easily becen
able to explain how |'m accepted. | just feil this story.

Judith Shattuck, Readers Digest, Feb 1977.

NOTE: |f memory does not fail me, she was a classmate of mine.
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Incident{y, the line, 'A rosc red city half as old as time' {s from Petra by
John Wiltiam Burgon. |IT is generally considered 1o ba ihe only good iine of
poeiry he ever wrate. ¢

Erwin S. Strauss

9909 Good Luck Road, T2
Lanham, MD 209

dunec 12, 1677

Dear Dick,

Thanks for ssnding me Personal Notes. | agree with the pelnt Sutord was trying
to mak, and | think your reply to her 2giss past her rather than To her.

Defining Literature pragmaticaliy as "that al which peopie are pointing when they
say Literature,” it can be traced vack tc the stories told around the primeval
campfire. |In order to qualify as Literature, it hac 2een rraditionally accepted
that the work must have something 1o say about e Way Thinas we--be’n "mere
entertainment™ or "a good read" isn't encugh. [i the beginning, the subject
addressed could be anything - as late as Dante, 1 eniire system of cocmology could
be posited, and , if the Literary vajues were up to .ar, the author could .<ect
to be taken seriously. Ah, yes - “iitaeiary vajues." Just what are "Literary
vaiues? . Again, usirg “he piragmatic weincs of delfiniiicn, those values are
essentially forensic -« the abiiily of tue werk to convime= The greatest possible
audience to the greatest extent in the greatest pessibie numbeir that what the work
says about the Way Thirgs Are iz the truth., Biltions o people through history have
been convinced That the Bible is the |iteral fiuth about everything in the Universe
- and the Bible is the gr:atest piece of Literature ever wriiten. Nowadays, 3
writer may have to settle for convincing readers Thar, while the spacific incidents
of the sfory are fabiications, vhe work as a whc!e reveals some Underlying Higher
Truth.

Intermission Tizeo: (3- signs inp-hoanr ff our. Liarisaciar Friends.)

X

Your first paragraph reminfs r2 of one o " “y preiudices, wlich is a disapproval
of capltaliziag word: or pirases that ar. not ondideriliy copitalized. It
seems ta me a practice to avoid; ¢ue that fedds to Tead to obhuscation and
muddy thinking. Lhe late Jehn W. Carnhall wes fond of tio prrorice.

R Winte W V) W 7%

Capital letters are recerved in #» jlish for tie firs* wordi of sentences, proper
names, the sacred, and a few wisc2llianscrs vrages. It i olso connonly used

for emphasis, or te indicate that tha capitalize? wsards are Leing used in a
special sense, or that someonc (perhaps T writer) »o-n- ti > zhrase to be
understood to be srcred.

A W0 i v

These latter usdages are suspect. T° on2's intent 1 €t capliuiize there exist
two standard devices in tlie I nooage for ti.at puwoze — isalies ond underling.
Capitalization for emphasis merelu nuc.ies matters. In any case I rather feel
that the use of devices for ewphasis in writien tends to De alLuse and overuse.
If one wishes to learn to write prosc we'll I would suggess thaat they aive
themselves a lifetime guots of italics, underiir ™ -7+, =2tz ¢ be nied for
emphasis. Three inctances cecms abrut richt, If you are young, that is...

R SR GO O T ¥ N (N )
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Ithat, for example, is the difference between "literary values” and "Literary
Values”? I darc say I could a good guess as to how most people would interpret
the difference, if they were pressed to do so. It would go something like this:
There 1s something called Literature which is distinct from literature. Literature
is the provenance of the college professors and literary intellectuals. I am
not so surc what literature is supposed to be - probably everything else.’

This is all guesswork though, and I can't immediately think of any good reason
for the capital letters. It there is a real distinction which I am missing

then there is a real failure of communication which might be better resolved

by using clearly written prose instead of using typographical tricks. There

is po justification at all for capitalizing "Underlying Higher Truth". It

adds nothing to the content. I suppose the reason for capitalizing "The Way
Things Are"” is to draw a distinction between statements such as "There are steel
mills in Gery" and "Life is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing." The former is merely a statement about the way things

are, the latter 1s a statement about The Way Things Are. (On the cther hand,
there are those who contend that the former is a statement about The Way Things
Are.} This is an interesting phrasing. At first sight it seems obvious what is
meant; upon reflection, though, it is much less obvious and clear. This is
particulaly true if one attempts to paraphrase it in any simple fashion. For
example, one might try "the nature of reality”, or "the important gquestions of
1life", or some similar construction, which all fail to retain the same flavor.
The trouble is that the expression sounds clear cut and colloguial, but is actually
rather vague. As soon as we attempt to paraphrase it, we run into the question,
what sort cf things are Things?

R IR R U R TR VR W R S I T M W VR R R ¥ R I I G I

This is nit-picking, insofar as it 1s direct commentary, and shouldn't be counted
for that purpose. This merely happened to be a convenient point to mount that
particular soapbox.As far as the actual propositions advanced are concerned I
note:

U W n

a. The proposition that literature should be rooted in an underlying higher
truth is at least as old as Aristotle.It is hard to argue with this if the
notion of higk er truth is extended enough ; a safficiently elastic definition
will save everything. However the underlying higher truth in, say, Dickens

is pretty nominal.

RIS TS W Vo B 58

The assertion that literary values are forensic as a pragmatic fact is outrageous.
(Color me outraged.) The proposition that literary values are essentially
forensic is an interesting one, highly debatable, dubdous, and probably false.

In any case, this is not the pragmatic method of definition, although it is
obviously the Strauss method of definition.

s

That whole bit about the Bible is simply silly. (And that is the most charitablc
term that springs to mind.)

v wv

In the beginning, the audience didn't have any way to check what a word say
about The Way Things Are, no matter what it said. Therefore, the name of the game
became The kind of forensic skilis we associate with lawyers or debating teams -
regardless of facts, how persuasive an argument can one puf together? (Note: much
of classical literature, indeed much of literature in general, is addressed to an
audience that alrecady believes the, ah, higher underlying truth expressed -~ persuasion
is not needed.) The criterion of value was the ability to leave the audience wanting
to believe what one was saying. tater, the methods of science were developed as an
alternative source of information about The Way Things Are. And, just about svery-
where that the verslons produced by Literature and Science conflicted (e.g., Galileo
vs. Dante, Darwin vs Genesis), the iatter view has pretiy weil prevaiied. As a result,
Tthe aspects of reallty addressed by Literature have retreated into those areas where the
state of the art in science isn't adequate to give answers (e.g., psychotogy), and those
arcas where no rea! answers are possibie (e.g., moralitfy).

14 -


Aristotle.It

That last crack about morality Is likely to yaise a few eyebrows and | think

"an explanation of [t will help explain why people remain interested in Literature.
For the first few million years- that the human race exlsted, people lived in small
bunting/gathering bands. In this setting, retatively simple, comprehensive world~views

were developed. A;person in the group learned this world-view earty In [(lfe, and Jt.
gave answers to all of the questions that might confront a person llving such a

life- sTy!e Fairly recently (atout 10,000 years ago) agriculture was Invented, and
the changes that led to the present were set In motion. As the world became more
complex, the old simple world-views didn't work any more. However the desire for such
a simple world-view was, by that time, deeply ingrained - at least culturally, and

['m inclined to think genetically as welt. At least as early as 2500 years ago
(ctassical athens) people were making attempts to consciously formulate world-views
that would once again satisfy that inner longing. But the genle was out of the
bottle, and there was no way that any worid-view could again be both simple enocugh

and comprehensive enough to satisfy. As a result these attempts to formuiate Man's Place
in the Universe or whatever have continued for these two and a half millenia without
notable progress.

One of the aspects of the old simple world~views was the code of rltual and taboo -
the |ist of Thou .Shajts and Thou Shalt Nots that guided people's fives. Once again,
using the, pragmatic definftion, the study of ethics and morailty as it has been
practlced for the fast two and 2 half miltenla is the attempt to concoct conSC|0ust
a subsfitute for thls code of ritual and taboo. = As [ 've shown above, thls is a
search for the Philosopher's Stone, for the Holy Grail, for that which(1f [t ever
existed at all) will never exlsi again.

Today,. the market for Literature is those people who, in one way or another, reject
science. These are people who will not accept that the state of human knowledge
isn't up to answering certain questions yet, or that the questions do not have
satisfactory answers. They are people who want to be sold Answers. For exampie, compare
compare Q'Henry's "Gift of the Magl" with Tom Godwin's "The Cold Equations."

In "GIft," there's no physical reason, or reason in the psychology of the characters
why, after the woman has sold her halr to buy the watch chain, the man should turn
out 1o have sold his watch to buy her combs. Not knowing of each other's actions,
[t can on!y be classified as coincidence. But by the conventional rules of the
literary game, there Is a "righitness” or "poetic justice” that practical ly requires
that ending.. On the other hand, Godwin del Iberately set up "Equatlons™ sa that the
conventional titerary values would "require" that the pilot find a way to spare the
girl and land the ship safely. To the conolsseur of Literature, (f would be up to
Godwin to find a way to cenvince the audience that the pilot coulddo both Things - or to
to abandon the story. The fact that the physical laws of the unlverse require the
ending that he used is no excuse to such people. They come to Literature to tell
them what they want to hear (even if they aren't sure just what that l1s.)

From the tIme of the Greek tragedlans on, the market In Literature has been for
situations in which the outcome is determined by the internal makeup of the people
involved, rather than being primarily determined by external clrcumstances - thus
the simple situvations, complex characters of Literature. By these standards, SF
(at least the hard-core, hard science tradifional SF) doesn't qualify. in principte,

the outcome of situations will depend on.both I[nternal and external factars. To be
sure, SF has tended. to shortchange the internal factors; but this 1s getting ;
to be less so In. more modern SF, and | {ook forward Yo the trend continulng.

However, for the last few centuries, non-SF {"malnstream”)..Literature has atmost.
pathological iy avoided the external factors - to a large extent, | think, because the
prevailing method of demonstrating ftruth in such matters (sclence) restricts the scope

of thelr use of the traditional forensic techniques of Literature. That is, a
development, that is artistically "right" but depends on external factors is subject
to belng refuted by an argument based In sclence. Since the authors don't feei
competant to counter such argument, or to take them into account in setting up the
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sltuations so that the internal workings of a characler's mind aren't critical fo the
work - or just don't enjoy doing so.- they tend to avoid having such factors be
critical just as, in reverse, SF authors have tended to set up the sltuations so
that the internal workings of a character's mind aren't critical to the outcome.

Becausz SF seems to be prepared to take all. factors (infernal and externai) into
account while "mainstream” |iterature does not, 1711 take SF.

um, well, yes. An interesting and controversial letter. I'm afraid much of it

is rather dubious though. To discuss in detail the various doubful propositions
advanced is rather more than I want to launch into right at the moment. However
I suppose that I can at least 1list some of them.

W

1. "In order to qualify as Literature, it has been traditionally accepted that the
work must have something to say akout The Ways Things Are.” Since this is
a proposition upon which much of the rest of the discussion rests it is worthy
of a bit of comment. The trouble with this statement is that there is a sense
in which it is true but that is pot the sense in which it is being used. The .
traditional test of literature is. that it be concerned with important matters.
(Excuse me, Important Matters.) What is important is a question whose answer
depends on the answerer - different people have different opinions as to what
literature comprises. The way things are is among the important matters, so
such topics are part of the legitimate territory of literature. However a
work of literature may merely be about something which is currently deemed
important -~ a Grecian urn, say, or a skylark. In any case, whether or not it

about "The Way Things Are"” it need not be prescriptive - that is, it is not necessary

that any given work of literature make a case for any particular version of"The
Way Things Are" whether implicit or explicit. .There is a considerable amount of
literature which is prescriptive, of course. However much of the time "The Way
Things Are" is simply assumed. One writes about the gods, not to establish a
case for them, but because everybody knows that there are gods and that it is
important to write about them.

2. "Again using the pragmatic method of definition, those values are essentially
forensic". Proposition debatable, probably false. Use of pragmatic in this
way is fallacious argument.

3. Paragraph three en toto.

4, The last paragraph en toto.

5. Aand, in particular,
factors...”.

..Literature has almost pathologically avoided the external

I could continue, but my heart isn't in it. Instead let me discuss that extra-
ordinary comparison of "The Cold Equations™ and "The Gift of the Magi.” Let me
dispose of the latter first. Pierre notes quite accurately why this is formula
fiction without quite perceiving that he has done so. If O'Henry didn't invent
this particular class of formula fiction then he perfected it o the point that
he may be regarded as its effective inventor.To argue that the formulas of O'Henry
are characteristic of literature in general is simply dishonest argument.

As it happens I have discussed "The Cold Equations" at some length in the pages of
APA:NESFA. I argued there that the story is cver rated, shoddy, and dishonest.
I shan't mind making the case again, with more detail. I am even prepared to draw

a little moral from it.
- T3



[HE COLD EQUATICNS: By Tom Godwin, first published in Astocunding Sclence Fiction,
August 954, pp 62-84. |llustrated by Freas.

Synopsis: The s*ory is set in the early days of instellar exploration and settie-
menc.  Fhe is an ¥l drive. intersteliar travel Is expensive but not
prchibitively so. Larcge liners wake regular scheduied frips to the main colony worlds.
Unecheduled stepc at minor colonies are very expensive and are not rcgularly made.
To handle the problen of making unscheduled deliveries to colony worlds they have
developed a system of dropplng off eds vehicles (EDS = Emergency Dispatch Ships.)
These are minimua conflguration ships, small and collapsible, made mostiy of light
netels and plasticc., The are dropped off with the minimum amount of fuel necessary
for tanding piloi, cargo, and ship (due allowance being made for atmospheric dis-
turbance.) Eoceuse They are miniwum conflgu. ation  hips they do not carry enough
vuef To land If there is a stowaway. Hence the policy has been adopted that any
Stowaway will be jerticonad. To make sure That noone stows away the EDS compartment
15 marked with a sign: UNAUTHORIZZD PERSONNEL KEEP OUT! The pitot carries a blaster
as a matter of cource and 15 under strict orders o jettiscn any stowaways discovercd.

The sicry starts when the piict of an EDS vehicle reallzes that there is a
stowaway aboard his ship concealed in the cargo closet. He forces the person out
and dlscovers it s & young glrl, aged i8. I[f she had been a man he would have been
ready to shuct on sigit, but this Is different. He calls the [iner which dropped him
off to sse 1f thzire i sny alternative to jettlsoning her - there isn't. He explains
the sltuation 1o heir ~ either she dies or she, he, and a number of colonists die.
She is granted on hour uniil course change io write tetters to her parents and to
call her brother wlo Is on tne desiination pilanet. In the end she enters the airloci
voluntarily and is jettisoned.

The tulik of the story is about the fact that she is from the protected environ-
ment of civllization where the vioiation.cf regulations result in man made admin-
'strative punishients which she was prepared to accept and deal with. Here, however,
she has stumbled into the cold equations (In particutar those governing fuel usage)
and is condemned to diewithout regard to her personaliy but because that is the way
The universe is.

The situation is quite dramatic. The ships is carrying fever serum for the
celonists. 7Tha young girl is quite appealing; there is a section where she reminisces
abcut her brother (who 1s 2 colon’st on the target world) and her kitten when she
was a young child. The final iines of the story arec:

"1 was not yet time to resume deceleration and he walted whiel the ship
d: “pped endlessly dounward with him and the drives purred softly. He saw that the
ite hand of the supplies closet tenperature gauge was on zero. A cold equation had
been balanced and he w»s alone on the ship. Something shapeiess and ugly was hurrying
zhead of him, going tc Woden where i1s brother was walting through the night, but the

enpty ship still lives for a litie while with the presence of the girl who had not
known apout The forces that iilled with neither hatred nor matice. |t seemed, almost,
that she still sat cnall and bevildeired wnd frightened on the metal box beside him, her

words echoing lizenilngly clear in the void she had left behind her:

I diunfli o arygthing o die for - I didn't do anything - "

«e. i is 2 Tearjerler ...
Comments: This is a quite famous story and it is a powerful one. It is often cited
as a great story and as making a profound polnt. |t [s my contention that
this is a bad sfoi'y and that it s much worse for being powerful. |t is also my

contention that the praice that This ory has received is characteristic of what
Is wrong with Scieirze Fiction as & gohre.



I+ is 2 sloppy sfory....

Basically The frouble with the story is this: from the internal evidence of the
story we must conclude, not that the heroine died because of the cold equations of
nature, but becausc cf criminal burcaweratic stupidity.

In making this charge it is important to be carefu! about being falr. For exampic
it would be unfair to point out That the assumptions made about aerodynamic entry arc
unrealistic. |[f The same story werc being written In 1977 rather than 1954 it would
be a ftaw in the story. A more dcbatable proposition is whether is reasonable fo
zssume That the EDS ship sets out with such a narrow margin of fuel. It is, in facT,
bad design aractice. One may be forced to operate at the |imits of safety or beyond
them bul it 1s bad policy as a general thing. (IT Is clear in the story that this is
standard policy.) Operating without reserves leads to ships being lost with much
greater costs than the costs of carrying reserves. The real cold equations of the
universe say that you can’t get away with assuming that every thing goes right.

In APA:NESFA | have cited this as a major flaw In the story. However | am now
incilned to believe that | was wrong. An author should be granted his premises.
It is not hopelessly implausible that engineering practice at that time would be so

solld that thev could afford to design to |imits., {1 would have been nlce if the
author could have made that pcint explicit and It represenis, | believe, [gnorznce on
the part of the author about what he was writing about. Still and all, it is a tangentiai

point = minor carelessness In setting up The situation.

On The other hand | do not think that it is nlt picking To point out that the
pilot made no effort to determine whether or not the mass of the ship could be reduced
in any other way. The girl weighed 110 pounds. Could he find 110 pounds of other
mass to get rid of. or less - depending on his narrow reserves. There was his his
tlaster, his notepad, his and her clothes, the dorr to the supplies closet, the
communicator microphoneg, etc, Perhaps it was impossible. Although fhere was a
certain amount of detachable mass aboard ship (ancther flaw in the cfory, by the way)
it may not have becn enough. However it is guite clear That the pilot never consideread
The policy. One might justTly ask what sort of man this pilot wes.

The more important pcint is that no seriocus effort is made to keep stowaways out.
(We will ignore the fact that no mass check is made before launching.) Consider: |t
is offlcial policy that stowaways be executed. (Paragraph L, Scction 8 of Intersletiar
Regulations: Any stowaway discovered in an EDS shall be jettisoned immediately
following discovery.”) To enforce tnis pollicy the pilet Is issued a blaster with
which t¢ execute any hapless stowaway. Seriuus business, indced. You mignt suppose
that a serious - ffort might be made to aveid the possibility of people sfowing away.
None 1s.

Our intrepid pilot is.issusd a blaster with orders to kill. Ffrom this, and other
internal evidence in the story we gather that stowaways are not an unheard of problem.
Nonetheless fthe pilot dit not make a routine check for stowaways before launching and
feels no remorse for doing so. Stowing away is fatal « yet no effort is made to stop
stowaways except for a rather uninformative sign. (In the story the girl jusT wanders
ch board withouT any problem..)

in law There is a doctrine known as the doctrine of the afttractive nuilsance., It
arose (or became prominent) In a case where a company maintzined a poal of sulfuric
acid with an casily climbed fence surrounding i+t. Some kids climbed the fence and
dived in. Their parents sued tho company and won. The essence of the ruling was that
someonc who maintains an atfractive nuisance has the obligation tc secure it safely.



in This story the EDS ship is portrayed as an attractive nuisance. Things are
such that being a stowaway is fatal. However tThe people cuncerned with running things
make no real effort fo prevent stowaways. They post an uninformative sign and issue the
osilot a biaster and let it go at that. This is why the heroine died. |If she had
sen warned - she wasn't - she wouldn't have stowed away. |f that sign had been more
informative she wouldn't have stowed away. If the pilot had made a minimal inspection
of his ship she would have been found and her |ife would have been saved.

| am reminded of the history of industriat safety. At the turn of the century
factorics were gruesoirely urcafe places to work. Peopie worked at low wages In unsafe.
conditions. Hours were long and the pressures to produce were high. WNaturally there
were a lot of accidents. People lost hands and worse. |f one suffered a sever accident
that was your problom. You were careless - therefore it was your fault.

Times have changed for two reasons. Laws were passed to make safe equipment
obligatory, and workman's compensation laws were passed which neant that The factory
operator had to pay for The accidents that happened to his workers. Financial I|lability
made safety become cconemic sense and all of a sudden ways were found to reduce
industrial accidents.

Onc of the infteresting things about this is the attitude of industrialists at the
time. Fundamentally they Took the position that accidents were the fault of the
individua! worker and that he shouid thereforc bear the responsibility. And they
were right, In each individual accident you could go back and point out where the
person involved had been careless. Ergo, it was his fauit. This position was often
padded out with 2 good-bit of sccial Darwinism. :

Nonetheless their position was false. The individual worker may have been
responsible in part for his mishaps. The industrialist was also responsibie in part
for creating unsafe condifions. When he was forced to become liable for this
responsibility he was able to find wzys to remove the unsafc conditions.

The attitude of the administrators and the piloet in this story are similar.tc
the attitudes of fthese cariy industiialists. They are responsible for administering
z dangerous situation. Yet they feel no obligation beyond putting up a sign and
issuing a vlaster with orders o kitl.

There are several possible conclusions that one can draw from this, granting that
the premise of the siery is invalidated by the execution. |1 is, affer all, simply a
story written around a given philosophical point. We might conclude that it was
sloppily written. We might suspect that It was written on consignment to make a point
and That the author snuck in a rather savage indictment of the point supposedly being
made. Or we mighh cuppose that the failings in the story fairly represent the attitudos
of the author and inose readers who praised it so highiy.

[+ is tempting to suppose that the story is simply sloppy ~ the economics of writing
short Science Fiction militate ageinst care in thinking out stories. {1 seems that it
is unlikely That tThe author was pulling a fast one, although it has been done. Fritx
Leiber spuck in a savage satire on the Viet Nam war and the Johnson administration in
Analog (The Price of Simery!.) { think, however, ttat the third alternative is corrcct.
Neither the author or his readers genuinely saw anything wrong with the way of doing
things portrayed in the story.

I¥ the story is simply sloppy it has been overpraised and its readers are blind.
I f the author was being subtle he overestimated his audience. And the third alternative
is the most discouraging for it besncaks a deplorabie moral obtuseness. .

This is a flawed story. tf it is to be taken serlously as a premier Science Fiction
story making a profound point then 1+ must stand in part as an indictment of Sclience
Fiction as a titerature of ideas.



The above discussion is also intendcd for APA:NESFA whore I have been having
a running argument with John Turner about the story for the last six months
or so.

Wt

There are a few further points that are worth making. The situation in The

Cold Equations is not really novel - analogous situations are common in the history
of pioneering and exploration. (I am reminded of Shorty in The Virginian.} Nox

is the point made a novel one =~ it recurs in fiction about the West. The great
advantage of Science Fiction is that one can construct a situation to explicitly
illustrate a thesis. The tragedy of Science Fiction is that most such attempts

arc seriously flawed, elther by carelessness, or by intrinsically shallow thinking.

N s

Hmmm. | did run on a bit there, didn't {. Oh well, chatk it up to another view
through the idiosyncratic microscope, as Mr. Glicksohn would put. At the pace 1 am
going this promises to be another long and rather late PN. | fear my comments on
the Hugoes and ‘the FAAN awards will be rather out of date by the time this comes out.
We have launched into another remodeiling project. This time it is the kitchen. As
of this writing it is almost down to the bare bones. We have stripped out the originai
cabinets which were built at the time of The house and were somewhat primitive and
removed the plaster on three walls and the ceiling. We mean to rewire, put in new
plumbing, and new cabinets. .In short, fthe works. We also plan to take off the {in-
oleum and sand and polyurethane varnish the floor, which is rock mapte. It should bte
very pretty when we are all donec.

Among my interests are chess, computers, and artificial infefligence. (Machines
are even less intelligent than people.) 11 is not surprising, therfore, that | have
an interest in chess playing programs. There are some recent developments on that
front that | may report on lafter. My lInterest in the subject has been sparked recently
because DAvid Levy, a British master who made a famous bet that no computer could
beat him in a2 match before August 1978, has come out with a book on computers and
chess, and because a recent issue of Chess Review had several articles on Chess 4.5,

a program which has done rather well in several minor tournaments recently. One
of the results of this rencwed interest is that | have finaily gotten around Yo
writing a chess program. ! don'* expect this program to ever be very good - | don't

pisn to put that much time in on it. |t may, however, be the oniy chess program
extant that is written in PL/!. | would run it through PN but it's just a bit toc
long.

At this writing Suncon has not yet been held. In fact, at this writing, 1t is
not clear whether or not Suncon is going fo be hetd. A convention which s being
held in 3 bankrupt hotel and which does not maii out the Hugo baltots until August
is, | suppose, 3 novelty. It ought to be interesting. As, for example, Waterloo
was interesting.

INTERLURE:

This zine has been interrupled for a few weeks while | went to SUNCON and for
tearing apart the kitchen. The convention was much better than | expected, although
I must expect that my expectations were low. More on that later. (Mikie has an
illustrated con report, donhe In his usual inimitable style.

At the present moment the kitchen has been stripped to bare wails. When | say
bare, | mean bare. The plaster and g% lathes and the ceiling are ali gone, along witn
the old cabinets. With Juck there will be a |ittle article about that also.
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Don D'Ammassa

19 Angeli Drive
Fast Providence

" Rhode Isfand 02914
“July 15, 1977

Richard,

| have some minor comments to make here and there (my critics contend that all
of my remarks are minor.)

For example, if Michael Shoemaker is correct that a prozine makes a profit and a
fanzine doesn't, then GALAXY is almost certainly a fanzine, and | suspect that AMAZING

and FANTASTIC are as well.

| refuse to get involved in the poetry argument. | am personally of The opinion
that there are few absolute standards one can apply to poetry, that poetry Is an ‘
intensely persona! thing depending almost entirely on the reader's set when approaching
a poem rather than the author's skill. The most skillful authors, of course, write

poems that appeal to the wldest range of sets.

}  There is much to what you say. For example, I once attended a Great Books Discussion
club which was discussing and interpreting e.e. cummings. The experience was enough
to #nstill into me a life time prejudice against discussion groups and cummings.

S SR

There are technical standars that one can apply to determine whether a poem is
well constructed verse. For example, verse which uses a rhyme scheme but which
contains "rhymes" that don't rhyme is defective. Some judgements of style are
sufficiently clear cut that it is not just a matter of personal preference.
Beyond that, however, I suspect there is much in what you say.

Sh oS AR e e

You mentioned to Peter Roberts that Swedish Ivy does not grow in Sweden. Sheila
pointed out to me that Swedish lvy is not an ivy either.

On the "SF as Trash" controversy, [TIl offer just a few Tidbits. First of all,
It appears now that you are saying that most SF writfeniis trash, and that the genre

probably will remain primartiy trash, but that under other circumstances, it could
be |iterature. |f *his is ftruty a representation of your opinion, | endorse it,
but point out fthat most mundane fiction is trash as well, and that the proportions
probablu aren'f all that different. For every Hemingway, there are a dozen Strate-
meyer's, Michael Avallone's, Dorothy Danlels, Bliss Lomaxs, and Barbara Cartiands.

I'd be curious as to what novels you consider as great |iterature. There are a
few mainstream writers whose work is far above anything SF has produced, |ike Hemingway,
Faulkner, Salinger, and a few others. But if you Include as great |iterature the works
of peopie like Malamud, Bellow, Dickens, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Joyce Carol Oates,
Sherwood Anderson, and such, then {'d say there is science fiction that is just as
good.

= Always there is the joker who asks the pregnant guestion. What do I consider

- great literature, huh? I dunno as I ever really considered the question. To

=  begin with, I haven't read movels which are considered classics.(movels is a
contraction for most novels.) My reading of contemporary novels is very sSpotty.

= I am not sure where I would draw the line between "great" literature and literature.
- (And ;hen, pecople’s lists vary - I wouldn’t put Salinger as far above Dickens

= and fztzgerald.) If you phrase it as "What novdls have you read that you would

- consider great literature?’ I suppose I would have to cop out and pick things like

_2|._



= things like Vanity Fair, War and Peace, Les idiserables, Crime and Punishment,
Madame Bovary, and the like. This is safe enough and probably wouldn't spark any

= great controversey. Beyond that it is more murky. For example, Sinclair Lewis

= is a Nobel prize winner. Is he substantially greater than, say, Robert Penn Warren,
= or Michener? I forbear to try ‘o answer.

An SF story with Two real characters: "The (Widget), the (Wadget), and Boff' or
MORE THAN HUMAMN by 3turgeon. A MIRROR FOR OBSERVORS by Pangborn, THE SHINING by Stephen
King, A CANTICLE FOR LEIBOWITZ.

= Or how about Rogue #Hoon by Lwdrys?

Roy Tackett is his usual irraiional self on the subject of Malzberg and Ettison.
Ellison is as successful as mosT short story writers in the mainstream. Malzberg is
very successful In the mysiery genre. Hs is "Mike Varry™, auther of the Lone Wolf
adventrue series. # couple of his mainstream novels received good roviews, particulariy
QVERLAY. Poy's problen is thai he's rnot villing o accept that a style of writiry
he finds personalily unrcadabic might be good To other people.

1}

I'm surprised, sir, that onz of your peacahle natvre would go around tossing off
"=  phrases like "usual irraoticral self. Tsk, tsk. At that, I think you do Roy an

- injustice. (Perhaps, on macure refleccion, you would have not quite said that.
However we don’t allow mature reficeztion ercund here - PN is a haven for immature
flights of fancy.) Rey's comments wexe, T would suppose, in the line of a literary
- judgenent. Lit, ertistic judgemont? Jf the thiee, he judges Silverberg to be most
promising as a writer of mairnztrean literature. Ile judges Ellison to be more of a
= ghowman than a writer of substaaca. OF alzberg he says Nada, nothing. (Which may
mean merely th-: h2 has nothing to sey about Malzberg, or, more probablu, he judges
Halzberg to be a nothing, al’lightweicht.) L subnit, sir, that these are defensible
positions. I cumait, further, that oaa can Lold these positions regardless of one's
tastes in style. I wouvld agree with Foy abcut Silverberg and Ellison. I don't
think I would agres about kalzberg. I think it is possible that Malzberg couls
write one great novel - but onlv one. Having read Herovits World (which I had
looked forward to on the sStrength of Ellison’s review) I think it is fair to say
that (&) lialzberg owns a rather mcdest con.ctenco in the mastery of writing English
= procse, and that (b) he is psvcholeraically cotuse. (after that last phrase I am

=  inclinec ;q_b; gnite chariinble ¢ tha subjest ob being inept in the use of prose.)

]

+|

I
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- Ve are given samples of Herovit's prouse who is a hack. It is not terribly diicci -
- ent quality from Malzberg's prose. When I say that Malzberg is psychologically

= obtuse I mean simply that the character he portrays is not the sort of person

« who would write the particular kind of hack writing that he is portrayed as

= writing. This is, I rather suspect, a general failing of Malzberg. His char-

= acters have a life of their own which may have nothing to do with the kind of

»  person who would be in the situations they are portrayed as being in. All of which
« does not mean that Malzberg couldn't write a great novel of a certain type.

Jodie Offutt

Funny Farm
Haldeman, Kentucky 40329
6/20/77
Dick: (! love your address!)
Is the cover a sample of some of the paper you've used in your house? | tike It.

The MU course of study is very good. About the footnote: SF fandom offen Is a lot of
B: 5~

| +thought you'd get a lot of response on smokling and SF as trash. You did, too.

T was all Interesting reading. What | have to contend with often, now, are smokers
who are self-concious. They'll ask If you mind if they smoke, and when told No, can't
accept that without more reassurance. Are you sure you don't mind? Are you sure it
doesn't bother you? interesting phencmenon.

... Actually there were two different versions of the cover. I used wallpaper

... leftover from two different rooms. 4s of this writing we have just finished the
... the kitchen wall papering. If all else fails you may yet see another Harter

... wallpaper cover.

Karen Pearlston

I 32 Hove St.

Downsview, Ontarico, Canadsa
M3H427

Ja/6/77

Dear Richard,

Thanks very much for PN #8. |t's truly an enjoyable zine. What's this about
$1.50 for paper and $2.25 for ink. Ghu, up here paper is $5 a ream and a tube of ink
is about $6.

-.. Somewhere in this zine I will publish the address of Mishek's which is mail order
... office supplies house. The prices you cite are typical retail prices. You can
... do a lot better By going to bulk supply houses, and buying in quantity. I'm not
... sure whether you could get stufrf as cheaply as I suggested anymore or not.
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AT my last job | was grossing about o5u @ montu anu liveu fairty well on .it.
What's your definition of tiving welt? | couid pay my rent and eat plus buying books,
doing zines, going to cons, seeing movies, buying records, and doing al{ the other
stuff | enjoy. Of course, that's just for oen person - perhaps you were thinking of
supporting & family? !

. Now that's an interesting guestion. My first reaction was that it seems to me
that it would be awfully hard to live well on that income. Actually that depends
.. on where you live and what restraints you are willing to live with. In the
... Boston area it would be difficult to find a decent apartment for less than $200
... a month. Food will run you at least a thousand a year - provided you do your
.. own cooking and rarely cat expensive cuts of meat. Then there is transportation
.. and clothes and laundry and things like that.

Re Victoria's comment about !iking to spond time with men rather than with women.
She's right - it doesn’t sound too good. There should be no difference '<tween men
and women as groups in so far as which group one wants to spend fime with is concerned
but there is. Our sexist society stiflies both women and men, but it stifles women
more, {t's much more difficuit to find an inferesting woman, but when | do find one
it's soooo terrlfic! | would {ike tc spend more time with women and to this end |'m
probably going to get re-involved in the local somen's movement. AT this time | have
more close male friends, though, because fandom -~ where most of my friends are - si
predominantly male. There are almost as many women Derelicts as men but | don't seem to
have much’ in cormen with most of the women.

+ea. Well now I think that proposition about how there should be no difference between
... men and women as groups etcetera is so much hooey. Nor do I think you really
. believe it uvourself, not really. It is one thing to be for a sexually integrated
... society, but it is quite another to insist that people should behave as though
there were no difference between men and women, which is what that "should"
... amounts to advocating.

A women's APA is helping a lot, though. |It's real nrice to have a ptace where the
people |'m talking to are mostly women. {(enough said.)

Ham. 1'm 2 fanzine fan, though most of my fanac goes into the half-dozen apas
I'm in. 1'm certainly more interested in doing things for apas than for genzines.
However | also lcc a number of zines. | suppose someone who is only in apas and who

gets few or no genzines shouldn't really be considered a fanzine fan, though. AT
least not one as defined as being qualifiead to vote for the FAAn awards (by the
spirit of the law, not the letter.) ~

... Could it be that fanzines represent the wave of the past? I get the impression

... that most people find APAs more rewarding and less demanding. There aren't teco

... many genzines around these days and most them are put out by people who were around
. during the last genzine boom. Nowadays you have a lot of people hacking arcund

.. in APAs, personal zines, and discussion zines.

{'m a smoker and | was rather asfonished 1o hear Jodie Offuit say that she wan
not a heavy smoker and then say that she'd reduced her smoking to about fifieen
éiﬁéreTTes a day. | .consider myself a moderate To heavy smoker and smoke about
fifteen a day.

.. Probably a generation gap. Teenagers who do smoke tend to smoke substantially
... less than adults who have been smoking for soms time. If, as I would guess, you
... are in your early twenties, you are probably still using a different scale. A

... light smoker is someone who smokes less than half a pack a day ~ moderate is half
... @ pack to a pack. Heavy is a pack on up.

ok



! do agree, however, on anti-smoking bigotry. Phil Paline has the most vioient
reaction 1o smoke ]'ve ever -seen. |f he's exposed to too much smoke~{whlch- s apparentily
not very much In his case) phlegm collects in his throat which cuts off his air supply
and causes him 1o pass out. Phi{ combats this by taking anti-histamines and drinking a
lot of Coke and 'stuff when around smoker. Even wlth alt this |'ve never heard Phil
get chnoxious T smokers. Actuatly, | think he should, just a litee. | try to keep
my smoking to a minimum around him and to maka sure ! sit at the other side of the
room, etc., but sometimes | forget and | would much rather have Phil remind me or ask
me not to smoke than have him pass out.

... Urk. Now there is a genuine horror story if I ever heard one. I can understand

... why he might not want to say anything ~ he might find it embarrassing to have such
.. strong and unususual reaction. It's the old 'too proud to ask for charity’ syndrome.
. You're right - he shouldn't hesitate to ask people not to smcke near him.
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2t Dayid Stever
|68 Boston Post Road #1
Mar}borough MA 01752

June 8, 1977
Dear Dick;
In fthe disrnsaion of inlerstellar cuftrues, | would lean heavliy in the direction
of your third group = thal Ihere aro people oul lhere, bul not talking to us. | think

that #4 more or less spans from your firsl group into your third one, as [t could mean
that.we have been examined in the past, but are not being looked at now (or, conversely,
we were never looked at until recently, with the superculture recovering from the war
or plague.) If | ever manage fo sell SF (| suppose That that means that | must write
it, dammit), |'ve got a cute |ittie future history based on us finding some war relics
and some items predating the war; It makes for a paranoid culture. (Like, for example,
in stasis boxesz?)

Your conclusion | accept untii you got to cl). OK, at least one was imperialist, but
'+ was long ago? No! |t might have first happened long ago, but the probabilities
are that it happens from Time to time, and is therefore |ikety to have happened
recently, if it's not happening now. In your point d), | don't see where the logic
change that got you there came from, just as | don't see the point you are attempting
to make with it. e), | exist, | don't know about you.
... Let's get this straight, Stever. You may think you exist, but in the pages of this
zine I decide who exists and who doesn't.

. To elucidate and amplify: Actually I'm not sure I understand what .it is that
. you don’t see - the argument seems straightforward to me. We observe that our
. biochemistry is native to this planet. (We cannot be certain of this but we have
. very strong reasons for believing it to be the case.) We can conclude, therfore,
that our planet has never been successfully settled by alien race who replaced
the local biochemistry with their-own. There are two possibilities - either .no
. race made the attempt or all who did were ultimately unsuccessful. Let us
.. consider the latter case. We might readily imagine thkat it would be guite
.. difficult to make over the local biochemistry now, even if we weren't on the
... Scene. All niches in the ecology are filled. The case was quite different
... half a billion years age. The continents were then empty, with open niches .
... The aliens could have simply settled, establishing thier own life forms. Onca
... they had, the native forms would be permanently locked out. i
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. If there are or were any races which' practicc this form of imperialism then it

.. seems likely that they were'drovnd a long time ago. I.e. they would have arrived
. sufficientiy early on the scéne so that they would have colonized the entire land
. area of Earth and the native life forms such as us would have never developed.

.. If you were thinking of Iimperialism in the sense of congquest of other races then
. we have had a small -misunderstanding. Obviously amy such race would have had to
. have been stable culturally for a long period of time.. This does not seem unlikely
- to me ~ I would expect that any culture which reached a threshold would last
indefinitely. Once you havé reached the point where you can {a) maintain a stabile
.. planetary ecology which includes your technology, and (b) control and stabilize
. your genetics, and (e} stabilize and control your culture there is no reason that
. I can see that a culture wouldn't just continue. The former two contingencies seem
... to me to be almost certain. The latter also seems to me be quite likely - if an
-.. industrial society can exist for, ssy, ten thousand years, then it has solved the
.. problems of maintaining cultural contirnuity and should be able to go on for a

.. long time.
| 2m pleased to note that you are one of the people (| am one, too) who believe
that we will stumble out of what seems to be the impending doom of the human race.

I Think that i¢ we were going to die a painful, radicactive death, that we would have
done it by now, and that the signs point to at least some of us escaping the planet soon,
extending the proabilities even more, One of the reasons that | intultively believe
that your Third set of ideas on interstellar cultures is true is that to believe
otherwise is to make the universe more boring. For The race to die on this |1¥tle

rock Is also to make the place a bit more boring and the universe Is never boring.

Terming things such as the SCA or D&D 'reality traps' is a good term, | belicve.
f am at lcast a2 bit interested In war games, but because of the peopie that | know or
have heard of who -are involved in the worid of D&D, I'm not going to touch it with &
fork. -For much the same reascn | will never go beyong grass and alcohol in the worid of
mind altering substances - | ilke my reallty.

One -paragraph of your response to Brendan aggravates me. That is that fanzines
are not very good - the production confrol is poor, that the repro is cheap, and the
coniributors are amateurs; | say, so what? (So do I.} As ‘an exbookbinder, |'ve seen
newsletters of wierd |it%le groups that are truly crudzines, and |'ve seen magazines
with many thousands of do!lars to spend on repro who have ended up with blurry printing,
crooked titles, etc. There are higher technologies than dlftos and mimeos and simple =
offset presses that can be used for production, but | submit that this doesn't mean a
goddamned thimg. |f you think htat the number of typoes del[mit amateur from professional
then you shouid falk to Spike, who once awarded the Goiden Typo award to Lancer Books
for consistent stupidity, and you have never read TIME ENOUGH FOR TYPOES, the flrst
edition in paperback of the Heinlein book fthat the t+itle is taken from.

.. I thHink we are getting at different points. I will grant, nay insist, that there
is much that is professionally produced that is badly produced. I, too, will say so
what? The standards for professional publication are, in gneral, much higher than those
of amateur publication. When we judge a fanzine such as the Spanish Inquisition we
apply different criteria than we do to The New Yorker. This 1is reasonable. But it well
if we keep in mind that we are using different standards and values. :

Stan's name goes on my master |ist of Jack Vance fans. The man has excelient tastes.

.. Am I on your list ‘also?"
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Good Christians. Who needs them? Thusly | prove that arguing in circles with
Marty Helgessen in Minneapa for two years has not whotted by apatite. There seems fo
be within fandom an almost equal .number of 'good Christians' and people who elther folow
foltow their own beat or none at all. Marty is what { fondly refer to as a rabid
Christian - one who, white not taking offense at every turn, never-the-less takes
every oppurtunity to point out the viewpoint of the good Christian and, by doing this,
has continued to push my buttons for two years.

Fan jokes! What do you call six Barry Malzberg fans sitting around a cesspool?
A Banquet.

Being a Jack Vance fan (i bet you.couldn't teli...) | would subtitle Not Making It,
The Jack Vance Future. | find myself agreeing with hls view that we are.going to have
to radically cut back on our cnergy usage in our day to day fiving. See any of the
novels In his Atastor/Gaean Reach Universe or the Planet of Adventruc series.
- 2hore a8 -
. More instances - Son of The Tree, The Languages of Pao. Jack Vance &lmost always
writes about worlds which are colorful, anachronistic, and have extensive handicrafts.

Good point as fo why smokers come across as belng inconsiderate. For your average
heroln cr alcohol addict to get it on involves a ritual of spoons, flames, and hypoes
in one case and just a botfle and a grimeace in the other. In neither case do they
effectively foul up the worfd of the person next to them. When a person next to me
smokes he s doing someihing which, in my case, cuts out the autonomic metion of my
treathing., When you smoke near me, | stop breathing, pure and simple.

The phrase used on page 36, in response to Mike Giiclisohn, "inveterate letter hackers"
was first read by me as "invertebrate letter hackers"”, which led my mind down any numbe
of halls in the funny farm of |life.

... OCh I get any number of crabby letters from, ah, crustaceans. Some of them, however,
... contains real pearls. I guess the thing about letter hacking is that it lets
. people (?) come ocut of their shells.

You should see the size of the dip that Walt Garrison's horse had in that ad. He
can hit a spitoon at 20 feet, too.

. Walt Garrison's horse???

The differences between your values and mine result in my totally disagreeing
with your conclusions to ‘your comments on Suford's "Trash?", ‘'cannot think of any
writer within the SF fieid that | would consider a3 major writer with +he stature
cf the creat writers..." | will not trot out my arguments for you to beat on =
let us simply agree to disagree.

Most safes found on the men's room wall are not so complex as the combination
job in Memorial Hall. Remember, for prevention of distase only!

You err in your assessment as to why ROBINSON CRUSOE survived to this day. When
wriftten it was the first of that form now known as the novel (...wr -J...) and has
survived as a great adventure story: It's only In the last three quarters of a century
that it has come to be known &5 a children's book. The Foundation stories and the
Lensman series were written as aduft books, but they are belng fobbed off on |2 vear
old Kids: now, as they enter the SF field. ) gquestion, too, Earl's notion as to what are
'people versus gadget' SF stories. What are the gadgets in Miller's novel, and LeGuin'
Erumen history? (The ansibtie?) '
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Submitting one's setf fo a book is the great appeal of Cordwalner Smith, Jack Varaos,
T.J.Bass and, to a iesser extent, Ursula LeGuin. These people create worlds so real
(a large amount of non trivial background material does it, | think) that fo submit
yourseif is to Immerse you in the fictional world. | think that the notion of SF as
escape |iterature is not the perfect comparison that you might think. For the housewife
who read Jacklyn Suzann to dream of peopfe who got laid more often than she did is
ftrue excape; to read or dream of your position in your world being beffer fn SF, you are
dresming of a different world entirely.

No juck on getting PN on the Huge baliot this year, but |'ve seen fhaT Con D'Ammassa
has made it for his writing and his editing thls year.

. A4 piffle, sir, a piffle. The man got on for the guality of his work, nothing more.
.. I dispair of the future of Western civilization if nominations and awards are
. going to be made on the basis of mere guality.

.. You raise an interesting point about excape literature. It is a term which
. is used for several different kinds of motives..
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Roy Tackett

915 Green Valley Road NW
Albuguerque NM 87107
June. 18, 1977

Dear Richard

Sc where are they? | don't know. It wasn't my day fo ook for them. You mean
to sit there and tell us all out here [n fanzineland that you don't accept all.of these
flying sauccrs whizzing around through the universe... they come {from other galaxies,
you know, or perhaps it is Saturpn or Venus, | seem to have [ost frack. You know, of
course, about the Greal feachers on Saturn? And their counterparts on Vepus. Hmmm, they

must be the ones who caused all those shadows on the Vererian rocks.... thelr
brilliance lighting up the iandscape, as it were. Yes.
So where are they? You present a number of interesting points. | don't feel

up to going. over all of them. You wouldn'’t efther If you had worked: outdoors all day
In tThe New Mexico sunlight., : :

Considering the negative reports from the b:ological experiments on Mars | begin
to get the feelling that this teeming galaxy we've come to belleve in over the past decade
or so. Isn't feeming. Life may indeed be very rare. | do not, as do all the good Christian
Christians, hoid That we are unique but | suspect that we have been buliding up this te
theory of a heavily populated universe more out of wishful thinkling than anything clse.

We have .threc planets (four, if you count Luna) in the so-called life zone and cnly
one with Ilfe.. Well, now, one for three is a pretty good batting average at that.

. Or copsider this - every solar system we have explored contains life. Actually,
.. I rather suspect that a strong case can be made for your doubts. The simplest
.+ explanation for a lack of visitors is a lack of beings who can visit. All spec-
-+ ulations about the development of life are at about the same state as the cosmo-

- logists of the nineteenth century.
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Diane Craync quoted somebody or the other in her fanzine to the affect that
"this" generation (whatever ttat [s) would either be the last to die or the first to
live forever. And t doubt that. | don't think that immortality s a possibllity
which would scem to mean that interstellar fravel is also not a possibility. As
much as It pains me to say so | doubt that FTL is a possibility and without that
there s no interstellar fravel. :

Er, that may have been me that she was quoting. At least I remember saying some=
thing of the sort in Apa-L a few years ago. I will grant that it is rank speculation.
i7e do not yet know what causes aging and whether it is reversible or curable. How-
ever it seems likely to mes that we will know within the next fifty years . This is
part of a general contention of mine that the bulk of the advances and discoverigng
of sournce thdttehbngsowylwiBangliohethedetiiathionghe next hundred years - assum

So where are they? | don't know. They mey be out there but | don't think we have
to worry about them dropping in for Sunday dinner.

Where can you find mimeo paper for a buck-fifty a ream these days?

"The classical test for titerature is that it survives;" Ah, so. Then | submit
to you, slr, that the works of Edgar Rice Burroughs are Literaturc bccause people
are readlng them 50 or morce years later., And will probabiy be readtng them 50
years hence. Comment?

To guote one of my favorite lines from Doonesbury, "Touche, you little monster.”
If we are takc that maxim as the sole test for Iiterature then ERB did himself

up proud. I doubt, however, that there are many who would seriously or even
willingly concede that ERB wrote great literature, so we may take it that that old
saw 1s not the entire story. Try this on for size. At any particular time there
is a body of writing that is considered worth recading, works which have a high
reputation. However the judgements of a particular time about what is worth read-
ing are clouded by fashion and by novelty. At any particular time a style of
writing may be in. A work which is new is not seen Iin the same way and is not
read in the same way as one which is older. Therefore judgements on what 1is

worth reading aBesadérabiizbiecpriks-fhryghadiptacechanchitonspisng-ahbtsarelhat-
thiHerod1ERBBuL -theny—se-do-these~of-Agatha-Bhriceiny need to seasoned. WWhat

, then, of ERB. Well, the fact that he centinues to be read speaks for a universal
gquality in his writing. Or consider Agatha Christie, who was the best all time
best selling author. How many would defend her works as great literature? I
think that the difference is this ~ there is writing which is consumed and writing
which is read. I.c. somec writing we consume passively; some we read actively -

it engages our minds and our emotions.

¥ X % % % % % X X A ¥ ¥ % X N N %
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Your assessment of the more-or-fess near future falls to
take climate into account. Several climatologists

predict continued cooling = another "little ice age"
such as was around 700 years ago, perhaps. Which
means that farming will be next to impossible

in the north. Most of the world's gread grain
growing Prcas, ‘except for the US, will be hit.

And Iofs of poople are go!ng to sTarvo

i % I think a ToTalnTarlan future lslalmosf
assured. You witl recallivof = - =
_ course, the comments from Wash-

ington DC a few months agoe' that ™ =~
another winter or two |ike the past one
is likely to result in large scale civil disorder.
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You will recatl, of course, the comments from Washington D. C. a few menths
ago that another winter or fwo iike the .past one is kikaly to result In large
scaie civi| disorder. .:Barring:a breakthrough in fusion or something similar |
think that it will all break down. j

[ am pessimistic these days.

Eric B. lindsay

6 Hillcrest Ave.
Faulconbridge NSW 2776
27 September 1977

Dear Richard,

[The first ppragraph consisted of pleasant nattering which Eric said was
there so | could use my editorial skills and cut it. Slince Eric’'s judgement in
these matters is immaculate, | have done so. Beginning from there...]

The disadvantage of a two story house is surely the soft thud of feet
above you, if someone else is living on the upper story? (Yes.}) Or perhaps
oid homes have much, better scudproofing. (No.}) | know in my place there Is
a falrly hligh level of sound ftransmission between floors, bui.since | don't
rent it out that doesn't matter. Every now and then | think of:changing some
aspects of the house - Insulating, sound absorbent packing, alr .conditioning,
things | ike' that, but then | couldn't travel as much, so. it.gets. left as |
designed. it. : =", :

Traditionally the Landlord lives on .the secand floor of.a two family
house for just that reason - although I have not, in my own experience,
* known of any landiord follcwing tradition. \

Where are they? Constder a naked human on most.areas of this planet. The
survival Time Is |Imited. Perhaps they are here, -and are within us? (as I
understand it intelligent bacteria masguerading as Athlete’s Foot are responsible
for the recent great interest in jogging.) Seriously, | suspect.-that the oniy
way through the environmental crisis is either the agricultural pastoral planet
or a very much decreased population. Say 200 mitllon for the earth. |[f this
Tatter case is true, fthen it implies 2 stable and non-expansionist society with
htgh technoiogy, but not ;a galactic empire base. Still, it seems unreasonable
that none have broken out of the |imited technolegy/limited energy circle we are
in, especially when even now we can see possibilities of so doing.

* You raise an interesting question - how large can the population of a
stable post~industrial society be. There are at least three numbers to
consider -~ the largest supportable population, the largest population
which can be stably maintained, and the optimal population. Oh yes, there
is also the rEinimum tenable population size.

* % % ¥

The maximal populstion size depends on how people are to be fed. If we
depend on agruiculture for food we are within the maximal size by a factor
of two or three. I do not think that agriculture can support more tian eight
thousand milliions and probably not more than five thousand million

* % 8
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people. To project an increase in agricultural output of more than 50%

is, I believd, unwarranted optimism. The amount by which the average
global calory consumption can be reduced is not much. Even when the abund-
ant diet of the American is added in the global average is barely adequate
for sustained malnutrition. We are already close to the limits of what
agriculture will supply, even with extraordinary efforts - efforts that are
even now being made.

¥ % % % W ¥ %

%

If we assume exotic food production technologies the limit is much larger.
& I would guess, on no particular grounds other than intuition, that the limit
in any case is on tke order of one hundred thousand millions.

N

The minimum size would be, I stg ¢&¢, that size for which gepetic drift is
no longer significant. There are a number of factors involved and I shan't
go into it in detail, but some scratch calculations I suggest that a popu-
lation of one million would be sufficient for genetic stability.

% %k % %

It is desirable to have cultural diversity and there is a minimum population
required fcr social diversity. I would set that number at four hundred
thousand persons divided among four gquite distinct cultures. If the popu-
lation is sufficient for genetic stability we may suppose it to be suffic-
ient for cultural diversity.

» % X ¥ %

In many respects a larger population is bhetter - there iIs a greater genetic
base, there is room for greater cultural diversity, and there are more hands
to work for the common good. I would suppose, therefore, that the optimal
population size would be the carrying capacity of the land, due allowance
being made for various safety margins. This figure I would put at one
thousand millicons of population. The land under cultivation now could feed
the current world population well - the fact that it does not is a social
problem rather than an insufficiency of resource. However the world at
present is substantially overgrazed and it is for this reason that the

final world population should be about a third of what it is now.

* %X % % % % ¥ X ¥ F

This does not settle the gquestion of how large a technological society

can be. However it is yet to be demonstrated that more tha a few hundred
millions can live in the style that Americans live in - particularly when
one considers that Americans consume an inordinate percentage of the worlds
raw materials in the course of maintalning their style of living.

* & % = %

Your page 16 point, that fanzines in general are not very well done strikes
me as very obviously true (] agree, in short), which implies the attraction of
them comves from causes other than the presentation. Don't know about you, but
I enjoy zines much more when they arc from peopie |'ve come to know as people,
whether in person or via their writing. There are some very good scrcon sf
zines, but | can't really get all that invoived with them.

Loved fThe subjects available at Miskatonlic University. However, are they

relevant to the everyday concerns of our commer¢lal society? Will they increasc
your stztus and your your income? Will they impress the people you meet? And
finally and least importantly, will they increase your ability to be an interest-

ing person? (Australian universities must be different from those in the states
none of these criteria are relevant to US college curricula.}

On smoking, |'ve just got through mentioning in some other zine that [ gave
up holding parties at home because [ found smoke too troublesome - gave me head-
aches and sore eyes - so [ put up signs asking peoplie not to smoke inside the
house. When that didn't work | stopped inviting people here at all - overal!
| haven't missed them.
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CHATEAU STRIP MINE

Bmtleaux wity have its chateaux, Germany its

vineyards on the Rhine and California its Napa
Valley, But none produces & vintage quite so rare as
Falcon Caseade, a red, or Falcon Aurora, a white—~
twa new cras trom Breathitt County, Ky., mise¢ ¢n
boutettte in Bloomington, Ind, The little Appala-
chian vinevard is vielding the world’s first known
strip-mine wine. “Grapes harvested on reclaimed
tand,” the cheery labels promise. So far, lasters have
managed to contain their enthusiasm. But “this
should be a quality wine,” apines vintner L. Jack-
son, otherwise known as the president of the Falcon
Coal Co., which stripped the hills, “1t1] he higher
quality than Gallo.”

Strip-mine wine was the inspiration of William
Ofiver, a law professor from Indiana University.
Oliver, a Kentuckian who runs his dwn winery in
Bloonmington. persuaded Jackson und the Faleon
Caoal Co. to plant 6 acres of French hybrid grapes
hack in 972 as an experitnent in reclaiming strip- Lot
mined mountainsides: e ;(m,,,; 7

Bringing the wine to market, however, will take Y St sttt
some time. Local Jiquor laws, the product of what f’,*-s«u
seems to bea curious alliance of bonrbon and temper-
ance interests, discriminate against vineyards, and
hottlingwinein Kentucky is forbidden. The company
nses the 3,000 bottles produced so far for promaotion,
but Oliverhas bigger plans. Someday. he hopes, right
up there with hluegrass and the Derby, they Il cele-
hrate Chatean Strip Mine, Appalachian controlee,

e Er, well, ah... One of the advantages,. if it is. such, of being Interested in
wine Is that people pass thes |ittie tidbits on to you. With a few snickers, of
course. The trouble with these exotic Items is that they usually aren't ver; good .
ST]!I, Chateau Strip Mine is bound to -be better than the average Chilean red.wine.
Chile eprrTS some of the most abysmal wine in the world o .winestores of Boston
where it is passed off on unsuspecting innocents. (i once had a Chilean red that
fasted better in a plastic tumbler than in a wine glass.) [t occurs to me now that

The.Chi!ean wine [ndustry is probably secretly supported by the Vodka interests with
a view to destroying interest in wine.

Enough of this chit chat, on with the zine. To tell the truth { sometimes
despalr of ever seeing another issue come out. But | press onwards.

WHAT DO MONSTERS EAT? ... things
WHAT DO HONSTERS DRINK? .... Coke

i/ 3
HEZ20% 2B Things go better with Coke,
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Earl J. Wajenberg
NQV t2 » I 9??

Dear Mr. Harter:

In PN#8 you published a letter from Victoria Vayne in which she rejoices over the
use of "She" as the pronoun applied fto God. In your comments, you say 'l would
think that if one were a goood Christian one would have to consider Ged to be maie."
| sce this as an excel lent takeoff point for a bit of exegesis, so | am going to take
advantage of it.

First of all what do you mean by "male™? If you mean having one set of gonads
rather than another, then "good Christians” are committed to the view that God is rot
male  since long before the first schism, or even befcre Christianity developed out
of Judaism, God was recognized as a noncorporeal spirit. Qf course vyou probably
meant to imply  "Given the choice of caliing God masculine feminine or neuter, a
good Christian is committed to opt for masculine." My answer to that proposition
is lukewarm agreement.

One of your guotations, "God created Adam in His own image.", is incomplete. The
original for that is Genesis 1:26-27. [n tho New World franstation it reads: '"And
God went on to say: 'Let us make man in our image, according to our |ikeness, and let
them have in subjectien the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens
and the domestic animals and all the earth and every moving animal that is moving upon
the Earth.!' And Ged proceeded to crecate the man in hls image, in God's image he
created him; male and female he created them.™

Those two verses have been discussed a lot. Thoy have been blamed for all our
ecological woes. The "ugs" and "our" have becn taken variously as vestigial poly-
theism, the royal plural a coaversation among the persons of the Trinity, and as God
addressin g -the angels. | am only concerned with '"male and female he created them.’,
however. To me, that would indicate that Adam is here considered as ne more godlike
than Eve. Rather, humanity is considered as an image of God, as contrasted to the
animals.

There are several feminine images in the Bible. The most famous is Christ comparing
himsetf to a hen protecting her chicks. (Matt. 23.27) In the 8th and 9th chapters
of Proverbs personified Wisdom describes its relationship with God and men. Notably
at 8:25, "Before the mountains themselves had been sottled down, ahead of the hitls
| was brought- forth as with labor pains.,."” And since Wisdem has been talking about
its creation by God  we may take this as an image of God as mother. (Note: In the
King James version Proverbs 8:25 reads "Before the mountains were settled, before the
hils was I brought forth:". King James has no labor pains.) Furthermore, | betieve
that "wisdom" is 2 feminine noun in Hebrew, as it is in Greek, os that where my traans-
jation calls Wisdom "it¥, a Hebrew would read "she." This Wisdom is often equated
with Christ by church commeéntators. Last)y, according to a probable rendering of
Psalm 90 2  "Before the mountains themselves were born, or you proceeded to bring
forth as with labor pains the earth and the productive tand, even from everlasting
to everlasting, you are God." (King James reads, "Before the mountains were brought
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world , even from everlasting to
everlasting, thou art God.")

Of course, having said that | must admit that God.is "he" all through the Bible,
father and king, never mother or queen. Why? Obviously btecause ancicent Israel was
a mate-chauvinist society, just like every known society down.to the present day.
Whore men ruie and women are ruled, one will paturally think of omnipotence, in masc-
uline images. :
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.... 8t this point EBarl discusses whether something should be done about this,
concludes that it should not, and gives his for thinking that it should not.
lle goes on to say ....

By thce way, if you do refer o God as "She," shouldn't you say "Goddess?® There
is a feminine form after ail. Of course, it's one more sytlable. [+ is not one mo
more syltable to call Episcopalian priestesses "female priests.” It's one of my pet
peeves: but "priestess", i'm told, sounds too pagan. Cowards. Language-mongers.
Why not say "sacerdotal person" and be done with it? :

} admit | misunderstood what you meant by "psychological distance"” and the consol-
atory nature of SF, | distinguish three types of consolatory story. (1) The Cinde-
rella or ipherit-a-fortune type where an ordinary person achieves spectacular success.
S5F seldom provides this since more than half the time +he protagonists are not "ord-
inary"™ by our current standard, or even by their own. (2) The Good-Guys Win type
where Dominic Flandry or Captein Kirk beats overwhelming odds. SF provides this
regularly, but so docs every other genre. [(f the adventure story with a happy ending
is dispicable ("trash"} you just condemned the Odyssecy. The discovery story, In which
The characters exist just to explore the fascinating planet the author invented.
vou seem 1O be saying that that sort is consolatory just because it gives Jos Protofan
comething to think about besides his own problems. So does his algebra book.

I am not sure that I agree that your point about 'Goddess” being the appropriate
term is well I2ken  but I am not sure that it isn't. In the customary usage I
beliecve Cod 1is a proper namc for a unique being our version of Yelweh , so to speai.
¢ we look at it that way, then God is correcit regardless of assuin.d gender.

* One general point that you do not fully appreciate (or so it seems to me) is that
the Bible is true, if you are a Christian. It is divinely inspived. Our present
theories about how society should be are both inconseguential and irrelevant. It
really doesn’t matter that we now make a big fuss about male chauvinism - this
is only a wmatter of fashionm in popuiar values, a thing ac certain and stable as

a leaf in the wind. Wiat really matters Is salvation and ultima“e truth which

* is the Word of the Lord . which is given us in the lloly Bible, which is divinely
* inspired. So there, infidel.

* 2 x4

*

You are rirht of course 1in the issue oFf male/masculine. On the evidence of the

Bible God is rasculire in gendar. Tc refer to God as She one must either be

an atﬁeist or a heretic. I am prepared to refer to God ac She because I simply

don't believe iu the Christian God at all. However someone who professes to be ,

a Christian but refers to God as She Is a heretic. Thic is not just ; mattef of

* gilly formalism. The ecsence of lLieresy is that cne Qut? one's oWl cruse | oge s
swin thought, before God. All things being equal it is baetter to be an alkeist

* than a hevctic. An atheist need only be convinced. It is haider for the heretic

* for she must discover that she is not a Christian although cae believes herself

ta be one..

& % % %

*

&

I don't know where you would fit it in, but there iIs a gencral class of story
feature which I don’t see in your 1list - sitcries In which thie protagonist is a
superman from the very peginning or else starts ovt appearing to be an ordinary
sort and becomes a superman. There are a number of SF stories which are fairly
close to being outright pornography of omnipotence.

* * % %

* Dr to say something is trash is not the same thing as saving it is Jespicable.
ior ‘that matter, there is a difference between a story which i1s, arong other things
an adventure story, and a story which is only an adventure story and poorly written

at that.
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Craig J. Hili
3528 Agate Or. #8
Santa Clara CA 95051

Dearest Richard

Your Personal Notes 8 shoots a magnum through my head. 1t is realiy astounding
to know that this magazine has actually grown thicker Through the years. HNow some
people may ask, "why would Richard's zine grow thicker through the years?" Yes, my
dedicated ones, this Is not easy to answer in one easy sentence. However the oblous-
ness of your warm soul to actually go in there and accomplish all of this Freatise
1s beyond my comprehension and | have feelings That you are sincerely a moe patient
human being for doing so.

This cover is probably one of the more curious out of many | have seen in ages.
To be auite honest with you, it serves more visual fluctuations than any lran blanket
| have ssen (even though I may not be a professional on the subject) but | truly
feel it is not a picture even Though it purveys one thousand words. (...And to
think | passed up the experience of trekking the Jojave desert this year.)

Page*one is even more dslightful bocausc it reminds me of the cazctus flower
behind the big big desert.

The THEM analogies are ultimately worth preserving in a museum {although { doubt
that any museum around here would like it.} | think that they are very aware of human
existance. Life on Plahet Earth is foo freaked out for more inteltigable sccieties.
They have rationalized that the human mind imposed in the skull of the Earthiing is
totally reactionary and blown out by unusual or congruently different atmospheres
where everything is different. The absolute pedantic may respond that in a different
cnvironment (where everything arcund you is differcent} that that person could handie
it...until that environment was set forth whereupon mental decay occurs. This has
been hyposthesized as what would happen. ...And the Earthiings couldn't handle an
allen environment or aliens themselves uniess they couid handle the environment that
they solely claim-as their own. But it would be becautiful if it were the other way
around.

Your orientations and disorientations really (*choke®) get to me. The Miskatonic
University has deduced itself in a rhetoric of usual course similarities (I have seen
them before), Robert Stack practicality, and sodium bicarbonate. But high and behold
in any situation there are corse quences of unusualness. Do not spite, | have just
pink powder sensitivify to the implications of just arriving in any new situation
and have found that the "Ways of Life'" are fast sensationalistic jet propulsions of
delusions of things that may exist in the same surroundings. In the old Superamal-
gamation days (ah-yes) | remember it as more as a wry smile at the thought of SF as
» way cof tife. But, then again, there are many perspectives; It would be even funnier
just to have a '"goddamn bhobby" in the orientation. That makes me smile. Er, ah,
what to do with mean fan letters was never intrcduced, but of course those should
always be avoided. | just feel it was kinda funny, but aiso Richard what ever one
does the only worthwhileness is if you fecel good from it. Right?

Or as the ancient prophet said, "Some seek Mercy; some seck justice:; and some play
pinocle." I suspect that I inadvertently attributed & letter by you in the last

issue to Craig Miller , much to his bewilderment. If it were you, my humbler
apologies.

¥ % % %
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[ am, in my own way, a |ittle league fan of that american folk art, graffit+ti.
Not only do | peruse the walls of public restrooms, | also upon occasion contribute
to them. Recently while | was sitting musing in a public institute of thought |
scrawled on the wall, "TOO MUCH THOUGHT CAUSES CANCER OF THE BRAIN."™ This remark,
[ should add, was Inscribed on the walis of a men's restroom at Lincoln Labs, where
| work.

A few days later some one saw fit to add the comment, ™IS THAT WHY THERE IS
SUCH A LOW INCIDENCE OF BRAIN CANCER AT LL?" This was an aspect of the matter which
had not occurred to me but which was a natural conclusion, given the nature of Inst-
itutlonai humor. Thus things might have rested, had not some anonymous but eloquent
bard of the john taken pen to wall and shown us what a master might do. He wrote
as follows:

THE LOW INCIDENCE OF CERBRAL MELANOMA AT THE LL FACILITY 1S ACTUALLY A RESULT

OF STATISTICAL MISINTERPRETATION, A RECENT STUDY HAS SHOWN THAT, FOR AN AS

YEST UNKNOWN REASON, THE BRAIN CELLS OF SUBJECTS ARRIVING AT THE FACILITY

BEGIN TO DISBAND, ENTER THE SUBJECT'S BLOODSTREAM, AND FINALLY ACCUMULATE IN

THE POST-RECTAL TISSUES. THERE IS STATISTTCAL EVIDENCE THAT THE APPARENT LOW
INCIDENCE OF BRAIN CANCER |S MORE THAN OFFSET BY THE HIGH INCIDENCE OF HEMMO-
RHOIDS AND CONSTIPATION. [T HAS ALSO BEEN NOTED IN THIS STUCY THAT THE SUBJECTS,
ESPECIALLY STAFF GRADES AND ABOVE, IN AN APPARENTLY UNCONCIOUS EFFORT TO '
RESTORE OR COAX THE MIGRATED CELLS TO THEIR ORIGIN, WALK ABOUT WiTH THEIR

CRANIA POSITIONED WITHIN THE RECTUM, FURTHER AGGRAVATING THE HEMMORHOID PROBLEM.

A.E. NUMAN, MD, PhD, MIT NUT

And now, in the winter of our discontent, we present Miami beach and Suncon,
as seen by our intrepid reporter, Unca Mikie.

| say, "winter of our discontent”, because these two paragraphs are basing
written during the emergency ban on driving affer the great blizzard of 1978,

- 36 -



. 4 " Tuiseneng 30 was 5admdu.7é it #
| W Plack avm Dandls - Yok
gress. .

mhsmmrﬁ%
"’IVW

GlLBE{rJGog.; TO sUMCon
a |

creaiisre -

/15 Califovimect
W’S Fz‘om/ sy ¥V
.gz;y TUNED FOR ;.

~m—y

BUT Decp sﬁmm,_

T T ,mrro D {womAT At

N s BHIT Epz ok D
&wcou ANO L SWAMP FULL D66 . meﬁo?::ﬂumpmh > EQJ Fone
&m ¥t OF s s/ Qroueg AWA Y s:b&wé::g:w Tes ARE
o T i !,‘quf o — ! = W“C’O&U iN r-LoRDlA Tf JusT Ho
T IN FLORIDAT A heags — ME&DNEY
0 jaenss T | e s
iKMOw IrATs - :

; r
FoINg on?

BU; BAK 1O THE STOR
zwrrA(,q'

‘,’g\y

0l
4\ ‘*W" j
wal

LEFTEARLY . -
[ WHA. "“‘

| AeeHt xrs"’
fww. ar '1130

S&e;
\{._...—’—"/

-rmg MaP
‘{HIS /5

ONNA mv PoR |
L THE STICKS [ 6 | THIS coc JWE AN |

A DAv 3085 (NTD :
THE JCEAN AS

REVENGE .
s —




THE Fliovw! %
MOMENTALY EXCIMERNT FHls
PR SoUL AS PuE PLAME

ATTS OFF ‘W7o THE gLacK
\ JROWN  NIGHT A€

3 ,,oo N WHIGH AP
g Caons veve) ‘m...m A RESEABURNCE

LB/ T & xEUNEL

LOOK AT THAT wold :
NEAT, MOOW a.rg/ eimes

OH N, TAESATALLITE -
PHOrD whs @1GHT 4

me W :
7Y 6’»/»1’0’% eptiE %M,e,wwf“wm

-,OESTD %D, EE 50 IW”TT'O v 6& LQTSF”\}O §

8¢ PuT I FOUNP fle. FooD) iz
TimAwAKE, I'M / {
BoRdD, T WANT FAETYS -

\ FUN) WHATSA

GREARFAST ?
1 WATE gmgog
| SoFF

Euewoae

H
§
£
i

', RO s ~ 50 AS
I HE STORM VD5
Y TURN PRUM GREY D :
\ PALE 1PEARL +v..:

' HARTEE WAS
w\gwﬁ DISOAPREARED |

HAS HekopE T |

STD(F His
parTv 7 77

il iV a&"
.ur}f‘l-'
P?O / /h MMG ek 3




AN, VB o
A HI SHellA

A WATSH
It KAV . s Hf-;i .
W g1 Tares mores ‘. ' i

THE OU grdriysiam JusT (SAT
THERE — VED wid€ 15 THE
ATS v A4 . 5 ;

AN AQUET N\ ol
217”7"6,#0”9”" gm“'"bAMVGMG&
;ﬁMSO,VS —N \ D me'mAFm,mm 10RNING BOARD

?’ﬂ.," Tﬂ M
175 o T ik e ot 200 SASE

THE CLEVATGR> © MARSHS

TRAT AT FANS PGV
é?k’m\» : RELT :

o

&ogm‘\cAL} |

< & J SULTS

€. 7B THE TREK
I Huzza

[FWELL, THERE WAS LoTeA
M VNKong FACE , CAUS ‘Tg"“""“éo.
. \_‘v;' P‘l p ﬁ : ) y »

. Bu\‘“'\bg e 0 WeELS {)0 7
U 5A0LY, ASFA HAS o0 TWOW
1‘@% o EnuR ¥ R6. sa yince frR SRV

? i




1 ByT Now WHAT
OARES A

- soUl. FEEEE i

A% [0 RICHARRS PARTY]

E HE RO

NYONES

SN
o

B -WWOk GERR'S

I B HOURS N (\JC“ A

B NA fC e
FANS 4l 4

K AR K TFOR
Wi ONE s LNy,




(HiC
WE st

v

: NO DicKIE'?
4

NTEK: '
L87 s N &

W%g_o/ THUS ReGIAIS =

L)

A

ANTALG OF Wwe [
) 74 ARD AL NG \‘ o)~
¢ &1 e JOU § =2 ﬂ %
~ i WOUONT GELEVE; - v )
&5 O K o 2 ELS~ | JEQV IN ADMITTED
.‘4N L
N -S)O M/Vgrmng%/ﬁgw z 2 g~ : 554?271&8?&8/46”:/ ARST Fanpem

}QA’Q‘J - <
D e STy fes
Roos (norg o
mﬁowuo,\

VEST TCoulONT 6 &1

L
g Sceminge 7 3
e o t'@
bnes m“("’;g:_me— /T8 P

HEAR v/ o ﬁ?&‘?ﬂé

ISV 1M, 10 ey,
: /7:1? A A 720 fgclgafo
BEE S8y e
s -

TIME /N THECCAN OR e .
A A MATURAL BODY OF Ho0 IN & ¥ Eares(Fooc! /.
S :
. N o
WS’M
G 7;5 SHIEARING
o e R B e N AL
2

EDDIE ARD a “0F A0S
& Feroeu 1oAY Progiens it
Wy TS TARE <27, WACHES AW '
2 SOMETIME LATER
7?:'6’ DI FATES 7O [/t aar — AN Mixi16 OISCOVERS | ALL BRIOT LWEL
THE PEST KeTumaS anp

. Y, 3003, 2 PIAATES, 2 TON & A0 ZEFUS \

FOC THE TUB” TOBAD - o - T GUT LT ME MENTION ST« SATURDAYS

| 4 o e @ FARIY 41 D1CUS (p000 cLp OICKIE " ‘ f

B ] JICKEY THOCW WE GF7HE THAeRC BESY MIKIE |

" Y BRTVS - SR TUREHY PRUME O A) w114 :
WEEKEND ANDTIHE fofer SRIRDILE LARMOROMAT

THATHAS BYES Agp) 5060 ~Dan (oS —

F FCAB rax: paRrv O THE PEST  ma
e 72




"/ﬁ/u,YAwm OF T
AWl p micies AYVG A?
AWARDS AND PIT AWAELES,
Y §& SEen) s TIHE VTV

H’OKS Y ’, WE 2 > ?5\
Z WEAL eETIRETO 7%

¢ 2 VINS RepmAnD =

A VRN AGOUT 430 WE=
O 1 .:.. D‘E///

ey aF BEES %
r NOW, WE TAKE 2H0VRS 07 B
7O iSIT due LD FRIENDS e - )
BOBBY AOM ' RA (N FT.
| #L0kDA 1S FTLep wiTH MNASTY ufféé
\RITE BUILDINGS ~NASTY —~LANA ; .
\y e ARE ACUSTED BY A FLORIDRAW N
' \ WHO WANTS &8

v @
o g\ 4:15,
LSy 2\ e, THE LONG TERM
N P PORKING LOT vv2:

SwaA Wiy 1S MY

144 TER | winpow oPeN, L0
S@Mﬁ) SOMEONE OPEN. AND TAY ;
TRIEBTO (e STEER 1M 6 WHEEL |

D @

S e : STEAL AT/HgQIO AwG&AS‘; AND /
PID S 4 7 el US 74 DATSU, STICKY i
Lmyww@f/ufn:fmﬁm" BUT wAs FRUSTRATED 8)/ —T'my)

QUE. STEAL —PROCE BACAND LOCKS
@ o BUYING SOME CHAINS THIS WEEK_~

T @S o

o e

/ pp)EANﬂ MAilsHA WE” r :
,ﬁ)w&;!f | e i

1 MAP OF FLOEDIA MR SUNCON .
A TLUS A BADEE ) FANZINES AND
DIGEST VERSIONS OF MAPS

. )F I8% OF THE CARHS |



John Hertz

820 S. Burlington Ave.
Los Angeles CA 90057
10 August 1977

Oh, Harter | like your fanzine.

Among other Things, you ralse first-drafting-on-stencil as close to a form
of art as it is likely to get. 1 agree with you that, while first-draffed
writing (now there's a wonderfui example of How Siang Forms Abominable Nomen-
clature: it's so natural | when talking about tirst-drafted-on-stencil writing
to abbreviate by saying first~drafted writing; yet, in fact, that is the opposite
of what one means on the face of it, as one is taiking about not-first-drafted
writing) is tikely to suffer in clarity and non-redundance it offers a certain
perambulatory pleasure to the mind, and seems in many ways to be an appropriate
medium for fannishness. | have sometimes though fans' partron saint should be
Johnson, who among other virtures, first-drafted almost everything he ever wrote -
whaf he wrote having been some of the most forceful prose in the history of Engiish
and that largely commentary - forming this practice not out of method but from. g
an almost pathological sloth., (Johnson was adored by the discerning of his
day, and valued as much for his conversation as for his writing, despite his
commoniy uncouth dress and strange mannerisms. You see? He's wonderful.)

... On the other hand, first drafts tend to have convoluted sentences that are

... a bit hard to follow. The phrase, "first~drafted-writing" (meaning a first
... draft) , is a good illustration of the way in which such infelicitous phrasings
... arise. We begin with a rather simple phrase which is concise and clear cut.
... The noun phrase then becomes a verb phrase; a ratural Urapcition in English
... which systematically allows one to relate action and acting. From this the
..+ phrase, "first-drafted-on-stencil”, is & natural and legitimate extension,
... The trouble with clumping words together to form such phrases ls that pseudo-
... words are formed which are not readily disassembled and which may contain

... unwanted parts. Thus "first-drafted-on-stencil writing”, seems to be a sus-
+.. piciously rounda™out phrasing. I must confess that a really good alternative
... does not spring to mind, although I rather suspect that it is an expression
... that one never needs in practice. In any case, having once formed the phrase,
«v. @ven if it is never used but is merely a potential phrase it is not readily
+¢. discgsembled, as you not. Indeed, cne is lead to "first-drafted writing” when
«+s One merely nmeans a first draft.

... Speaking of the English language and John W. Campbell (which we weren't but
v.. are)} there was an editorial by JWC Jr on English in which he was ascribing
i+ the superiority of English to its superior subtlety. In the course of doing
... S0 he paturally tock some swipes at the English professors (Jun 1963 Analog.)
.+ One of his examples we&c that there are two forris of the present tense, €.9.
»«+ 'T know' and 'I am washing', He describes the difference as being that verbs
... which take the "I am ..." form are verbs of action whereas verbs which take
-«» the "I ..." form are verbs of subjective action. Grammarians being the vice
«.. tims of their antique prejudices and precccupation with false'analogies with
-+ Latin , naturally have completely misunderstood the matter. Recently I happ
... happened to be glancing at my college freshiman compogition book and looked
..+ Up this very matter, It didn't have much to say on the issue, but what it
... did have to say persuaded me that Deither Campbell nor the textbook were

... reliable. Campbell's formulation does not account for the difference between
..+ "I am working on my term paper", and "I work on my term paper every morning”
... whereas the textbook doeés not satisfactorilly account for the differences

«.. Campbell points out. i
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On the subject of whether SF is (mostly) trash. | rather agree with you:
though | read lots of SF, | don't think much of it, mostly as |iterature. |
wish you had mentioned an Important coroliary to P, Schuyier Mitler's formula -
| forget who is famous for saying this: because SF deals with complicated situa-
tions or more exactly because it deal almost by definition with unfamiliar sit-
uations, it's very difficult to write. The writer of SF must fake on al! your
criteria of |iterature and, In addition, the handlcap that peoplie are not
already familiar with what he is talking about., Even the writer of a foreign-
culture story, |ike say, Chaim Potok's novels of Orthodox-dewish America (THE
CHOSEN, THE PROMISE)Y or James Clavell's SHOGUN, can draw on the reader's
feel ing That he has heard of the subject vaguely; if not that, at least he can
do research on a culture that did exist, that must have been coherent at f{east
for a while' that has its strengths and weaknesses available as a matter of hist-
orical record or of interview. An SF writer has none of this. He has to make -
it al!l up. The problem will not serve as an excuse for bad writing, but it is
a factor in the existence of so much bad writing. Creativify is hard. Many of
us, when asked fo define Creativity, would say it's a matter of mixing already.
existing things into new combination. An SF writer isn't supposed to do that.. .
If he even Tries to exercise his sense of historical parallefl, [ike Asimov in
the Foundation series, Niven & Pournelie in THE MOTE [N GOD'S EYE, or Lucas in
STAR WARS he gets whipped for it. |In these particular cases, it was obvious to
any fool fhet the authors were using parallel deliberately, revelling in it,
yet SF crifics attacked the Foundation trilogy for looking too much |ike imperial
Rome, MOTE for tooking too much 1ike ninetecnth century England, and STAR WARS
for looking too much Iike Westerns and World War |i movies. We have the image .
of full creativity poignantty in FORBIDDEN PLANET. Remember all those thought-up
animals, sheep and goats on the outside, but full of vague "stuff' on the inside..
Who'd be God?

.+ Who, indeed? Actually, most SF these days deals, in part, with situations
. and concepts that are guite familiar to the audience. Science Fiction writers
.. are not writing'in a vacuum. The writer may assume and usually does assume
.. that his readers will accept a whole host of concepts and situation without
.. detailed explanation. Most SF 1is simply fiction.set in a particular variant
. of one of several standard futures which have been established by a de facto
., consensus.

Your comments about the criticism of ASIMOV etal and the use of paralles.is

. well taken. One of ‘the problems with SF criticism is that there are a number
... Of criteria which are used in judging it; criteria which are widely divergent.
. It is as though one man were judging a constructicn as to how well built a .
. house the construction were, and a second man were judgin it on the basis aof ,
. how good a road it were. It would be a peculiar construction indeed that wauld
.. satisfy both. Even if neither were happy with the thing it might still turn

. out.to be a very good canoe

"Since the. first thing man will dc for his ideal or interest is o lie, wa
shall expect, and as a matter of fact we find, that effective information.
s almest abways adulterated or selective., ."

. Joseph A. Schumpeter, Capitalism, Socialism, and Democracy
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Paula Lieberman
2840 Monica Dr., W
Colorado Springs, CO 80916

The following material has been subject to a certain amount of editing ~ R#

oooooooooooooo

Ah, lt's not that "men are more interesting and more on the same wavelength
. and more 'into! the same interests." it's merely that nearly all women gef
brainwashed into thinking Cleaning the Kifchen (mine is always a mess, of course),
Diapering Babies (ugh), Washing the Floor, Ring around the TV Set Coilar (commer-
cials make the Three Stooges seem intelligent, worldiy, and reasonable) ad nauseum.
Or the barmaid tooking at me and saying "that's men's talk, women aren't supposed
to know anything about airplanes.”

Cigarette ashes do Have some useful purposes: they are good 1o use-in
wiping grease pencil off slides and such (the big overhead viewer types of siides),
and other plastle film or plastic flim-coated objects. Up where | work we often
have to stop the janitors from emptying the ashtrays because we have a Tracking
and impact Prediction to graph and have to first remove the ground trace on the
siide or screen, ° .- : :

Georgia {(Soviet Georgia, that is), the Ukraine, Kazakistan, Uzbeckhistan,
etc are considered separate countries as part of the Soviet Union - | believe t
the USSR has |12 votes in the United Nations on that basis. Therfore someone from
the Ukraine is a Ukrainian, efc...

... I am under the impression that the USSR has three votes in the UN - Russia,

... the Ukraine, and Byelessorian S.S.R. Are you sure that your count does not

... Include the Eastern EBuropean satellites? (For those who came in late we are
.. discussing the propiety of calling someone from Cernwall an Englishiman.)

Crafts by definition, rely on such personalized, individualized, work and
attention. At one tTime, formeriy, In times past, labor was much cheaper than

materiat. These days The labor is much more expensive; plumbers and electricians
are examptes. Correction; that is, in the United States. There are lots of
countries where this Is not the casc. However | am speaking of the crafts and

Tradees in the United States, not Korca or Vietnam or indonesia nor Ascension
Island. '

Back in the early part of this century labor was still cheap in the US,
before the labor unions got realty goin and alleviated the worst of the sweat
shops. WW | and WW |1 played their part, creating the technological changes
which made materials production much less costly - one didn't have to do
alt sorts of things by hand anymore; instead, standardized, |n+erreplacabte
machine iTems appeared. Henry Ford's meThods made fthe :nd|vadualry crafted
itfem tend Yowards becoming a rarity - it no longer took a highly trained and
skifled craftsman to turn out tiems.

gonsider furniture. Most modern furniturc is banged out by machine lathes
and stapled together and machine sanded and machine sprayed (painted or finished
with spray sheflac or varnish or some such.) Back in the 'geod old days' it all
had fo be handmade - handcarved, hand nailed, hand sanded, hand finished. This
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process is very long and very time consuming if you want a good product. |t

was skimped on for cheap stuff, of course, but most for-sale furniture was not
for mass-market. People reatly did iive in one room cabins, and inside those
there is not a whole lot of room for furnishings. For seats a bench or two
would suffice, a table could be made from smoothed out rough hewn logs... and
this was less than a century ago that people lived |ike that in the US. The
antiques you sec selling for tens of thcusands of dollars were not cheap throw--
away furniture. Those pieces cost the original purchasers considerable sums,
The cheap stuff lasted long enough for the original owners to wear it out.

Not being sturdily made and fovingly finished to withstand lots of use and appear
worth spending the effort to repair, it got thrown out along with the bathwater,

. When machine-~made furniture first appeared, it realjy wasn't too good stuff
- the technology was new, it was designed for a lower cost market than finely
crafted furniture, but it drove out the cheap handmade stuff on the market, since
the factory shops using machines had higher productivity. How would you jike to
try competing with an automatic lathe? And, of course, the quality of the machine
made goods went up.

... You make a very good point about the original expensiveness of antique furn-
... lture. (I have seen staggering figures for the original cost of French period
... pleces.) It is easy to forget how much cost structures have varied. A ten
... dollar chair to a professor earning two thousand dollars a year would not be
... @ major expense - it would be to a servant earning twentyfive dollars a year
... plus room and board - not that the servant would need to purchase a chair,

... In a sense the value of hand labor remains constant over time - If an item

... took two days labor to make it must be paid fcr by two days labor.

Most of the old generation craftsmen tend to be in their late sixties or
clder., There are some in their forties or fifties, but they had crafts as avo-
cations until retiring from whatever had been their primary job. Indeed, some
of them used to work in the factories using machines to make what they now do
by hand or repair (furniture repair, glass painting fto replace the lost or broken
originals on banjo clocks, watch making and repair of intricate old mechanical -
movements are arts in themselves). :

Since about the mid or late sixties. though, there have been an increasing
number of peopie who naver worked in the factories but have started out careers
directty in the craffs.  it's actually part of an evolutionary trend: the old-
timers grew up before the machine-manufactured goods era really got started.

They were trained by the traditional craftworkers to have pride in thzir creations
and finety work everything they made. With the advent of utilizable goods made

by machien, they couldn't get apprentices. The factories paid as good or usually
better wages for less intensive work, and one didn't have to go through a tong

pod 'of learning tots of fine points which make all the differonce in hand done
things (like the difference between Joe Neo's first self printed dittozine and

the four colored mimeo covers with fancy lettering that some famous fanzines

have had.) The inexpensive goods also cut down the market for the custom craftod
things. The average guy in the strects no longer had to spend lots of moeny for
good items, since they were now being mass produced., Sure, they

weren't as good as the handcrafted items, but with wages rising and peopie having
a wider ranqeof items avaiiable at lower cost who needed to spend so much on a

couple of fine items when you could get a dozen items of jower but still very
acceptable quatity. Would you rather have one cut glass bowl or a whole set of
pressed glass giasses and dessert bowls and a coupte of punchbowls and a set of
stoneware dishes (and at today's prices, some-cheap siiverwaretoo)?
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Thus things went in the {930's, 40's, and 50's. Oh sure, there were always
wealthy types who ordered entire housefuls of custom made furniture and paintings
and fancy plastering on the ceiling and walls and gold shower flxtures, etc,
but for the budding young enterprising might-bhave-been~craftsman the return on
his (her) time and effort would have been very small. The crafismanship required
for the stuff that was handmade that was solid was not of the class that one ¢an
learn in a year or five, even. And to get business one had to have a reputation
already, which takes more years to buifld up.

Meanwhli{e, going to col lege was becoming the in thing -~ go to college and
get a better job, earn more money... and you can always have hobbies 1n your
spare time. Or, if someone didn't go to coliege, they could stilf make more
money or at least have a much stabler income by working in American i(ndustry
and heip produce goods that most of the population could enjoy and afford.

There was an SF story which dealt with the effect of a working matter
duplicator on the economy. In effect that was more or less what the mass-pro-
duction 'Pdustries accompiished through the middle of this century. Having
something unique became unusual rather than normal. 'Keeping up with the Joneses'
to a certain extent implied that much had to be standardized - how can you 'keep
up” by acquiring non-marketed possessions? Meanwhile the handcrafter can

onty produce so many items per day, and they will never be all atike. A sudden
fad for some item will dralin his capacity to supply Zwhile a factory can churn
out hundreds of thousands of some items wihtout straining its capacity. In fact,

for: furniture To be successful from a factory, the production line must be in the
thousands or tens of thousands. But the first ono is just |ike The jast one,
barring such differences as wood-grain. For most people, the difference between
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paying under a hundred dollars and over a thousand for machine vs handcrafted
furniture just isn't worth it, or wasn't fifteen years ago.

Something else to be considered is giamcur. Fifteen ycars ago Doctors and
Lawyers and educators and executives and scientists and engineers were the in
things to be; craftsmen were old fogies who'd grown up »afore Modern America and
were missing the boat of mass~production and Progress in the-Machine Age. There
were all sorts of exciting things to do and be, and sitting In the backwoods of
Maine or Kentucky carvifg designs on furniture that could be done much cheaper
by a machlnec in your plant wasn't part of it.

Obviously things have changed somewhat since then. Artists and crafts
communes have sprung up a!l over the country and lots of people in their early
twenties go to arts schoois and then start businesses as silversmiths or harpsi-
chord makers.... There are also some former engineers doing the same things.

The impetus for the tatter came about at the end of the sixties and the beginning
of the seventies, when the American Dream began Turning very sour. Executives
got uicers, engineers got fired from their profitable, supposedly secure, prest-
igious jobs, and their fields dried up as both livel lhoods and source of income.
Meanwhile the Affluent society spread fo the point where people were getting
bored with ail their mass produced one-1ike-another possessions, The "little
houses all the same" weren't merely just the external trappings. The refrlidger-
ators and cars and beds and linens and candlesticks and jewelry and clothing

and paintings were atl the same, too, right down to the show on the TV sets.

And wages had increased to the point where the average guy on the street could
induige himself for socme unique handmade things he wanted. In fact, with the
rising overhead costs of the factories, it once again became possible for crafts-
men to go back to individuallly making things and come close 1o belng competitive
with retail stores, due to the lack of middlemen and fancy offices and elaborate
showrooms.

There. has beer and-is continuing now a reyolt against the mediocrity of many’
goods on the market new. Solid, good looking, lasting furniture is not what most
furniture stores or sections of stores sell anymore.  You can buy the same ring
in any Sears or Wards or discount store in the country, or get the same [0 kt
washed bracelet. On the other hand, for $13, there are places where you can get
a handmade silver ring that you know there will not be another just like and you
can talk to the sitversmiths who made it.

Goals of people have been changing, too. So what if you won't make $100,000
per year. You won't get uicers from having to say and do things you don't
want to, and if a craftsman enjoys what one does and gets paid enough fo be com-
fortable otherwise, then why run the ratrace treadmit|? As for the financial part
remember that bow! mentioned eariier? Well, under current conditions, that cut
glass bow! doesn't ncan re¢t having any other glass or china items. [t merely means
that instead of having two sets of glasses and dishes or three, you only have -
one or two, or you buy Corelie for one of the sets. The machine age isn't beinf
rejecteds and unless one is very rich and likes to break beautiful things, there
is no necessity or even reason to have all possessions be fine art one of a
king items. The cat is going To scratch at least one of your chairs and kids
wreck furnifure and break dishes. 1f the Corelle gets dropped and breaks Corning
will replace It wunlike a Sevres dish, and if the cat jumps up and claws your:’
curtains to-bits, you'll feel lots better if they aren’t made of some $30 per
yard fabric, I1's only recent(y though that the synthesis has been allowed 'to
occur, but It's happening. Plastics make good artistic mediums as well as "natural"
substances. Imitation isn't always the sincerest form of flattery; it's much
more flattering for materials to be used imaginatively and appropriately than in
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cheap slavish Imitations. Right now, the latter approach is coming into fashion
along with ali of the resurrection of the old crafts. MNew ones are coming also
based on technologies which are now only in exciting infaacy. Rather than

play the mass production game these technologies will increase creatlvity and
indiviual ity while allowing mass production-like cost.

..+ I should, by the by,6 mention that the bulk of Paula's letter was unedited,
... except for the removal of certain typoes and the insertion of others. (I
..+ count it as profit 1if I break even on typoes.)

.+. You make a number of interesting points, There is not really much that I

..., would disagree with. The essential difference between the old craftsmen and
... the new craftsmen is that the old craftsmen were making necessities; the new
... craftsmen are making luxuries. (Glib, there Harter, very glib.) That is

... overstating the case of course because luxuries are almost always hand-

... crafted and always were. However it is true that almost no necessities are
... made today by craftsmen, with the debatable exception of the housing industry.
... The new generation of craftsmen are all making luxury goods, even if they

... purport to be necessities.
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George Flynn

46 Hightand Ave.
Somervillie MA 02143
August 29, 1977

Dear Harter \

I am trying to catch up on my toccing before the Worldcon, and thus
! have finally goften around to PN #8 {a mere 363 days after my loc on #7, | see.)
As | belleve | told you when you handed it to me, this issue is certainly off the
wail. 1 note with convern your threat on page I not to do a table of contents
(even T!]ough you eventually did so); remember, ve haff vays to make you dol:

... Arrrgh! Actually, the cover never was on the wall....

RegardIng whether planets have in fact been detected around other stars,
there was a recent review in Vistas in Astronomy of the evidence on Barnard's Star.

The concluding section had as epigraph a coupie of bars of "I'm Bidin' My Time"
(not To mention an allysion to John xx, 29.) In short, it's too earily to say;

there are some cycles in the data apparentiy indlcating the presence of one or
more planets, but it's all just at the edge of measurability.

... Ahem., Expressions like "not to mention an allusion™ must be one of those
... things that people who are serious minded about English preach against. Fort-

... unately you are in low company - let he who is without typoes cast the first
«.. Stone,



Page 16: ™"PN is usually riddled with typoes.
i also littered infelicitous phrasing..."
Can't argue with that.

«.++ Oh come on, George. Try.

Responding o Stan Burns ; 1 don't have
fult detsils of the history of the Huge
rules at hand, but 1 believe the no-prior-
publication rule has been there since the
rules were first codified, and that there've
never been any special provisions for
British publications (as opposed fto non
Engiish language ones ~ and there was
strong opposition to even that, as diluting
the concept of a worid convention.) Be
that as it may, certainly the rules weren't
the reason Pavane didn't get nominated.
it's a rather speclallzed taste.

Having spent half the summer writing
letters, manifestos, and motions on the
question of What |s a Fanzline, | don't r
really feel up to doing another treatment
here. Besides, anything | might say would
fikely be out of date a week from now.
| completely agree with you, of course.

++. What do you mean, you agree. Am I to
... be deprived of any controversey what-
... Soever? Here I go saying provocative
... things and everybody yawns. Shucks.

Re Victroria's remarks on the survival of
fnzines; | have never thrown one away.
(Sometime ¢ must caiculate the voiume
occcupied as & result.)

.. 1 won't say that 1'vé never thrown a fanzine away (What do you do with your

.o Crudzines? Make paper-mache death masks.) but sooner or later most collections

.+. pass out of the hands of the faithful and into the hands of the unbelievers.

... And there does begin fo be & [imit to how much paper one wants fo maintain.
(The above four lines represent editorial comment with an unchanged type ball.)

| agree with Mike Glicksohn that cigarettes are evil-smelling and filthy. Of
course, | feel the same way about beer... - | have aiready written to Mike that
rather ‘than my writing better locs now | think i somewhow write better locs to
you than to him. Why do you suppose this might be? (Geographical proximity?2??)
i think your estimate of the number of fanzine fans is probably high by about a
factor of two, considering the extent fo which we take in each other's washing.
But given freedcm in defining “fanzine" "active" and "current", one could probably
come up with any number within a factor of ten.

Petra is In Jordan, not Syria. Alas it turns out the phrase "haif as old as
time" is itself second-hand, having appeared in an earlier poem on another subject.
Have you gotten any letters asking who Mr. Tomlinson is? (Of course, Kipiing wasn't
altogether consistent on the value of copybook wisdom: ¢f. "The Gods of the
Copybock Headings".)
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... For those who didn't recognize the allusion HMr. Tomlinson is the protagonist
.. of a poem by Kipling. He dies and is rejected by both heaven and hell because
. he has no sins or graces of his own, all of his life, deeds, and thoughts being
... second hand and vicarious. The devil, who is somewhat puzzled as to what to
... do with him, decides that trying to get into Hell under false pretenses 1S enough
... to warrant sending Tomlinson back to Earth to make something of himself.

... I'm afraid I don't see the basis for your ascription of inconcsistency to Kipling.

... To say that the platitudes of the copybooks are true in the long run (and they
.. mostly are) is not an endorsement of vicarious living. The problem with Mr.
... Tomlinson was not that he was conventional but simply that he had never really

... done anything.

in your continuing campaign to typo my tetters | ses that this time you
rendered "a better what" as "a better what". ¥Sigh* - Aspersions on the "creeping
tide of giganticism" are perhaps out of place in a 74-page zine.

Mike Saler appears to be In a time foop. | suspected as much.....

+.. Do I detect in your remarks a tone of angry inquiry, a tone of, shall we say,
... "a bitter what"?

S N T T T N T I I T T e T I T T I T Tm DD ottt e e e v o e e e e ot o T e 7 e e T o v o o e e e m = e e =
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Peter Mabey

226 Nicholls Tower
Harlow

Essax CMI8 6EF
10.3.77

Dear Richard,

Having just typed the date up there, it occurred to me fhat it probably {ooks
a bit unexpected to you (uniess of course it takes a couple of months to reach you)
{...to say nothing of the six to nine months it takes to get it printed...) -
sometimes | remember about the strange American custom of putting the least signi
ficant digits In the middie; how much more rational fo put them on the teft....?
Oh well, let's try again: 77222.

BUT -~ this Is in acknowledgment of PN 8 - you seem to be getting them out
almost faster than 1 can get round to writing to you about them; though admittedly
I did write to thank your for 7 a few weeks ago. However as | sent it by surface

mail - enclosing a lot miscel laneous clippings from Compu{er Weekiy, Computing
Europe etc. ~ and to the Chauncy St. address as at that time |'d not heard about
your move - it may not have got to you yet (or even at all). ... the syntax of that

feaves much to be desired, but it's too late to fix it now ...

. It did arrive and was greatly appreciated. Much of it was quite interesting.
--+ Many thanks.
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As |'ve remarked fo you, {'m terribly bad at writing a coherent LOC | so as
usual, 1'lI} just comment on a few bits here & there -

I) copy right - does it have o be on p.1? A quick look at a few books, magazines
and newspapers, shows it to be anywhere that the information on the publisher is
given, from the front to the back, |Incidentaiiy, our pre-printed forms for
computer documentation has the (c) and our name 7 address printed vertically,
ciose up by the sprocket hoies, so there's no way to get the date anywhere like
the right place - | wonder if this invalidates our rights?

... As I understand it - and I don't - the copyright goes on the title page or
... the page after. Articles and things individually copyrighted on the first pagec.

2) Where are they? - there does scem to be a fourth group: the Ysaucerers™ who
say that peopie are talking and to us - it's just that the establishment doesn't
accept (or suppresses) the facts. It might be interesting fo try to deveiop some
non-cranky theory on this theme . the problem being why the aiien behaviour is so
incredible - deliberately, to prevent culture shock?

. Interesting thought. Do you suppose that the space program is really a plot
. by the aliens?

3) Microcosm (p.36) - in fact a microcosm is a minature representation of the
Universe and used particularly to be applied to man: as this Universe is only a
subset of the field of SF, there is certainly something oxymcronic about the.
term 'SF microcosm".

4) Engiand - or the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern ireland ... no,
this is much too political and complicated to go info now ... but did you know

that (IRELAND+IRA}/2 = STRIFE? - usual alphametic conditions -~ the Journal of
Recreational Math. have accepted it, but not published it yet. they don't seem to
ctaim exclusive rights & all | get for it is a free issue & some egoboo, so you mey
use it as a filter if you |ike.

5) double knock (p.68) ~ just two knocks in guick succession, offen referred to
as 'rat-rat'; the usua! signal of the postman when a reply is needed (wasn't there
a story "The Postman Always Knocks Twice?).

. Probably best that I stay off the tcp.c of ah, French off shore islands.

Stanford Burns

PO Box 1381
Glendale CA 91209
June {1, 1€77

Dear Richard .

My Ghod, Every issue of personal notes (PERSONAL NOTES...socory) seems to be
better than the last. And | find myself agreecing wiht several of your other readers

| foo like PN better than SFR. (1 think Geis has +l.e Great !nternational Rockefel or
Conspiracy on the brain....). And | think fhe titlc« hits the reason right on the
head -~ Personal. SFR read cold and distant but PN makes me feel right at home,
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and makes me feel |ike you arc an old and treasured friend. Keep up the excellent

| found your essay on inteltigent tife in the universe stimulating. | think
that there are llkely thousands of intelligen clvilizations in our galaxy, but
consider the distanmces involved. The odds that one of them is within a radius of
50 light years of Earth is very slim. Assuming that interstellar travel beyond
the speed of light is impossible, it is likely that communciation (by radio, taser,.
etc.) would not. be attempted on a serious level if you had to wait 100 or 200 years
for an answer. The only civilization here on Earth that has been stable enough 1o
attempt it would have been the Roman Empire. Toward the galactic center, where
the stars are closer together and also older (fthus possibly giving birth fo intell-
igent iife sooner) sucn fong-time communication might be possible, and might even
be going on. | believe that our view (visibie light and other cge=-tra) of the
galactic center is obscured by some sort of cloud.

.. Actually the Roman Empire is far from being 'the only civilization stable
..enough'. If by Roman Empire you mean the Western Empire only, then the Empire
... only lasted about 500 years. If you are considering the Eastern Empire as well
... (reasonable in view of the continuity of government)} then you have a respectable
... length of time. Still, 1500 years is not anything like a record of continuity.
... The Catholic Church has maintained organizational continuity for 1800-1900 years.
..+« The Chinesg and the ancient Egyptians maintained continuity of administration

... for several thousand years.

... Your point, however is well taken. If it takes hundreds of years for trans-
... mission and reception, would anybody make the attempt? My off hand answer is
... that the answer is probably yes. Most ipstitutional planning and activity is
... either short range or else is timeless. However institutions can engage in

... long term planning and long term projects. What is required is that the project
... be clearly established as part of the long term interests of an institution (to
... be sure a long lived institution.) Once communication was established I

... believe it would be continued.

... Incidently, I would cxpect almost all communication to be targeted, i.e the trans-
... mission would be by aimed narrow beam s ~ perhaps by laser beams. A beacon

... that transmits in all directions with enough power to be received at interstellar
... distances requires a grea*t deal of power - on the order of stellat oufput 1In

... fact. Tight beam transmission cuts the energy required. to megawatts.

SF may be trash, but t still enjoy reading it. | mean, most people think comics
are trash, but | still enjoy reading Dunesberry, Wizzard of id BC, and especiallty
Howard the Duck....

Personally, | don't think ¥hat the hassle about fanzine Hugos is quite fair.
Both ALGOL and SFR started out as smali mimeoed, etc zines and built up to their

present professional level after years of effort on their editor's part. (f some
people are so werricd that the 'pro' zines are killing The competition, why not
divide the fanzine Hugo into more categorics? After ail, there are four categories

for stories, so why not have, say,Best Zine with A circulation of over 1000, best
zine 500-1000, best zine under 500, and awards for best personal zine, best layout,

etc? Then you could expand that to include 'best continuing gripe in @ fanzine over
a two year period by a total fugghead after an atomic holecaust! etc.

Hmmm, you may have a good thing going here. How about abolishing the present
. categories entirely and getting a whole new set. For example, we could give a
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... Hugo for the most freguent renunciations of the SF field. (like all Hugo
. competitions, Bob Silverberg will come in second.) Or how about ore for slow-
. ness in paying authers? Fould that be the ultimate Hugo?

How about courses in 'costume design, committee bickering, panel infighting
filk singing art, anti-art, synth-art how to pick up a single girl at a
convention, and what to do with her when you get her, & ifts opposite hwo to pick

up a single guy, skinnydipping t and 11 John Norman's Gor novels . Fact or Fiction,
Eyeglasses | & |1 _and When Not fo Use the Line: | Didn't Recognize You With Your
Clothes ON,

Have you heard the one about the Fan Wolf? Chewed off three of his legs, and
was still caught in the trap......

Dr. A. D. Wallace
2119 NW 21 Street
Gainasvilie FL32605

Dear Harter.
R I T N U R R T B B I R R I T R N N

You reject 1984 as a representative of Science Fiction because it was not
written as Science Fiction, nor by 3 Science Fiction author, and owes nothing 1o
the Science Fiction fieid. You must then rcject Frankenstein for precisety the
same reasons. Perhaps you do, or you don't. in any event you are faced with a
tfautology: Science Fiction writers are those who write Science Fiction and
Science Fiction is that which is written by Science Fiction writers. Quite
rapidly one gets nowhere reatl soon.

Let me turn to your excellent (but incomplete) criteria for Great Literature.
I+ should {!) be well written, (2) be on several levels, (3) should contain elements
of fascination, (4) involve universals of human experience, and (5) be psycho-
logically true. To these | must add (6) tells a good story. |f you do not accept
(6) then | must say that you avoid the whole point and purpose of a novel, As fo
(1), what was well written circa 1800 need not be well written as of today.

I find myself in a difficutf quendry of some depth because of the exlstence
of fantasy. | should |ike to demand causation, causallty causa sine qua non, or
whatever. For each effect there should be a cause. | do not [ike machine-made
gods, because such are liferary cheatery. Your (5} is a part of what | want, buf
does not cover enough. To demand logic (in its usual sense) is fo deny fantasy,

but to demand "logic" in the sense of the music Theorist
1S suitabte. 1 quite

enjoy Le Guin's Wizard sequence, which is all fantasy and respect it as excellent
story-telling. But the whywithalt is missing.



Actually there is nothing wrong with the definition cf Science Fiction that

you give'- merely that it is incomplete. Much of the difficulty that occurs

in attempts to define Science fiction comes about Dbecause people try to make

. contextless definitions. For example, suppose that we might say something like
a science fiction story is one in story could not exist iIf it were not for the

... scientific element. The nice thing about a definition like that is that one

... can apply it as a sizple test, without considering such detalls as when and where

... it aas published or whom it was by. In short the contents of the story alone

... are sufficient to determine whether it is SF or not.

There are two traditional forms of definition - the form in which a property
is cited (An 'A' is anyhting which has the property x) and the form in which
+.. all the things satisfying the definition are listed {((An 'A' is @ B, C, or D.)
..+ (Technically, the latter definition reduces to the former.) There is nothing
«« Wrong with these definition schk=ms, in principle.

.+. In practice, however, they are not always adequate; in asking for a definition
... there is an implicit requirement that it be short. It simply is not possible
... to give an adequate, self contained definition of Science Fiction - or many
.++ other things. The problem is that an adegquate definition must include context
... and historical information.

... There is, and has been for the last fifty years , a well marked out genre called
... Svience Fiction. There is a well dofined market place, consisting of magazines,
.+« and book lines. During those fifty years the field has continually evolved -
... once novel themes are now worn out; standard conventions are automatically used,
... etc, Science Fiction is not just a particular category of literature; it is a
.«. product sold in a specialized marketplace; more than thatwritten for that market
... place by writers who regularly write for that marketplace.

-«. You may, if you wish, classify Frankenstein as a precursor to Science Fiction,
.-. bearing the same relation to the SF genre as the primeval apes did to us. You
.« may, if you wish, call it plain old Science Fiction, if you choose (it's a free
... country, after all.) However, there are rather substantial differences in con-
tent, style, the assumptions made about the reader’s understanding, etc, between
... it and, say, the typical novel offered by the SF book club.

Dorothy Liiiy

880 Pine Tree Lane
Aptos CA 95003
June 10,1977

Dear Richard,

Your beautifully assembied publication offers me an outlet which | cannot pass
up. Nanci may have written you that | recently took the longest trip in my life and
toured by plane, bus motorcar, Landrover boat, elephent back and afoot much of India,
Nepal, end Sri Lanka. ! took a great many pictures, some of birds and mammals and
people, some of everything else | saw. It was high tension frave! but somehow |
lived through it- This morning | had an idea and assembied It fo send you sc
that if you find a vacant space in your next publication and it secems as appro-
priate to you then as it does to me now, you might include it.

............ The only vacant thing around is Y'eds head but $€€ OVEL ........
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If the United States is able at all fo raise grain to sell or give fo

other nations to be used for food | think it would be making a great mistake to
do so. |f the world is becoming overpopulated, this would only heip make it more
S0,

1

What we should be doing instead is to set aside large portions of our grain
growing land to be used as pasture for buffato (American Bison) which werc able to
thrive so well until they were foollshly killed off by early white hunters and
scttlers. 1t will take time to get them back in numbers and we should have started
sooner. Now, all we can do is to look to the future.

We do not need the meat or hides of buffalo so much as we do their dung.
First it must be left to help fertilize the soil which has often been depieted of
such nutriments as are needed for the growth of grass. Artificial fertilizers would
also be needed for a while. When the grass has been left for a few years with only
buffalo grazing on it it should need no more attention than it had before white
men came. At that time it is estimated that sixty million buffalo roamed over the
middiewest and eastern part of the United States.

After they have reached their greatest density in these National Pasture
Preserves our people can begin to cotlect a percentage of their dung to be used as
fuel. That would solve some of our energy problem. | have seen how ‘the people of
India do tneir cooking on dung fires quite successfully although they do find 1t
necessary to regulate its use so that enough is teft for fertilizer. The odor of
dung fires is not objectionable. It is about tike burning grass. The smoke s not
harmful asi the exhaust from cars is. In our middie west it would simply go up and
form a necessary component in the formation of raindrops. Any meteorociogist witl
tell you that,

| think there would be no difficulty in finding a plentiful supply of sirong
and intelligent young men to protect thesc buffalo from poachers. Peopie being
basical ly no different now than they were in the 1850's, such protection would
surely be necessary.

[n tieing this off | have one more angle which | think worthy of discussion.
Many of the Indians of our country have been active in trying to get the United
States government to give them back all of the land on which they roamed before
the white men came and took control of it. | think they forget that the buffalo
were here before they were. 1f they had it, would they give it back to the buffalo?

——————— Dorothy Lilly
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For the last two years running, Mary and | have made a trip down

to the wilds of New Jersey and visited Mike and Sheila. There we

lay about, admire Mikie's ability with a wok, and visit such exciting
New Jersey attractions such as the local flea market. (So called,

not because they sell fleas, but because you might get them from the
proprietors.) Mikie captures these |ittle slices of life in brilliant
cartoons. Last year's ftrip follows on the next two pages.

In last years visit we took Mary to the Cloisters, which is a castle at
one end of Manhatten lsland. This castie is rather large and includes
cloisters (whence the name) and a roof garden. It was buili by some
millionaire back in the days when miliionaires did such things. Nowadays
it is open fo the public as a museum and place to visit. They play
Gregerian chants - there is a choral group which sings them there.

it is a neat place, very peaceful very medieval, and filled with all
sorts of interesting old rubbish.

Other highlights of the trip included a visit to a New Jersey park,
where there was a rather peculiar piece of staturary which was sort
of a cross between socialist realism and dadaism. This magnicent
work of art was created during the depression as a WPA project to
beautify New Jersey. (You may construct your own |ittle homily on
the difference between public and prlvate patronage of the artfs at
this point.}

We were duly impressed by Mikie's garden. There was an incredible
profusion of plantlife, Including enough tomatces to feed the italian
army. in fact the entrance to the apartment was barred by a cherry to-
matoe vine that was infested with marble sized tomatoes. It was

worth your lite fo pass !t without taking at least one tomatoe. |

expect to hear one of these days that the entire building has been pulled
down by green growing things.

Encugh of this nonsense. Turn the page and see Mikie's version of it ail.
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. Alright folks, it's time for the inevitatle, that staple of fanzines K the
"gas" book review. | must state at this time that the following review is not
.. @ spoof. The book reviewed actfually exists and | have a copy.

“uper-Folks by Robert Mayer, Diat Press, New York  1977.

“"There were no more heroes. Kennedy was dead, shot by an assassin in Dallas.
“stman and Robin were dead, killed when the Batcar slammed into a bus carrying btack
cnildren o school in the suburbs. Superman was missing, and presumed dead, after
a Kryptonite meteor fell on Meiropotis. The Mairval family was dead: struck down
¢ lighting. The Lone Ranger was dead; fcund with an arrow in his back after Tonto .
returned from a Fed Power conference at Wounded Knee. ... .... Even Snoopy had bought
tt; shot down by the Red Baron; missing in action over France.

In this fading pantheon of herces, the very last 1o give up combat against the
forces of tyranny and evii ahd been the most powerful hero of all. And he had not
been seen in almost a decade. Not since, unknown to the world, his superpowers had
-naccountatbly begun Yo faii.

Using his secret identity  David Brinkley, he had ...."

Thus begine SUPER FOLKS. The hero of the storv is David Brinkley (You never
i.ori what his v 'ic name is. He was born on the now exptoded planet, Cronk, and
Lis cuper pcwers fade when he is exposed to Uronkite. Yes, it is that sort of
ok, There is a cab driver rnamed Bella Abzug. Ne!son Fockefeller runs a newstand
#s | recall. The mayer of New York Is Alexanaor Portnly. The planet Cronk was des-
- oyed by the Lords Cod Nietsche and Nemath, but Archie and Edith saved their infant
“on Rodney, and shipped him to Earth. Max Givenchy is a taiilor for super heroes.
(s.ere do you think they get all of those costumzs?)

You may find this sort of Thina hilarious and ycu may find it sophomoric. |If
you find broad humor offensive, this it probably not the book for you. However, for
The next fifiy years, | expect this bcok to de an uvaderground classic.

Peter Pan used to fly on gcod thougits but now he flies on grass. The
take offs are swocther ... "Judge Crater was impatient to use the phone." ...
David Brinkley's real identity wes pretiy well known among friends and family.
How many peopi= do you knov with blue hair? ... Elastic villain Stretch 0'Toole
first discove:ad his ability to change shane in a wiore house. They wouldn't
iet him out for days ...

The story is a good read - not a great read - but a good read. Brinkley saves
the world once again, fuiting a fiendish plut by a superviliain. At the end he must
make fhe choice of returning vo Earth cid (osing his superpowers or remaining in space.
He chooses to return to earth., The plot, although melodramatic | is not greatly import-
ant. (Essential, though. Melodrama has always been an important part of the life
of our superheroes.) The key focus of the book, however, is on The thoughts and
emot.cns of Brinkley. A!l tco often superfolks have presented as objects for blind
uduterion. We tend to forget +that they too have emotion and thoughts and problems.
(So much mundane [iTerary criticism.)

"A sulten bellhop, Gerald Ford, took the boxes." love it. Take that, you
alvernate universe buffs. You want alternate universes, we got them. And why not
a world in which all the superheroes really exist?
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«... And so, as the sun sinks slowly into the west, we bring another issue
of PERSONAL NOTES comes to an end. All tfold, this is probably one of the rattier
issuyes. Lona delays in appearance seldom mean that a masterpiece ts about to appear.
Nonetheless, | am not above accepting a long overdue Hugo. There are a lot
of things that | had sort of ptamned to put in this issue and never quite got
arcund to. Perhaps It is a blessing. For once ! actually cut the page count
down instead of putting out a still iarger issue. Maybe next time it will be
20 pages agaln. C-

Among those heard from and not yet appearing Is Bill Bridgett. Bili is |
understand, a somewhat controversial figure. He sent me a one-shot consisting
mostly of stuff about the tast issue. It was amusing and greatly appreciated.
Biltl may be controversiat but he has the good taste to like my zine,

Joe Pearson wrote and sent some artwork. This is a note to say, yes Joe,
| got it and it's very good. | am using some of it In this issue and will use the
rest in the next Issue. The reason | didn't send you #9 is because this is is iss
issue #9. Many thanks.

Now that the bulk of the house remodeling is out of The way | hope to have
more time for a tot of things. Among them is PERSONAL NOTES. HNot that this is
the major thing that | want to be more activeon, but it would be nice to get PN
out a bit more frequentiy. Come to think of it, | have been saying that for the
last couple of years. Oh well, two more years and we can start holding 70's
nostalgia parties. And those of you who had the foresight to send a letter to
Nixon while he was in the White House can now cash in by gettling your very own
presentation copy of Nixon's memoirs for only $250. If | had only known at the
time, Thus are the opportunities of youth squandered through lack of foresight.

0Oh yes, many thanks to V.V. who nominated me for a FAAN award. My thanks,
aiso, to those who nominated me for various Hugo categories. | suspect that my
blatant campaign to get a8 Hugo is doomed to failure - most of my readers probably
gave up on voting for the foo! things a iong time ago.

Oh yes,, the committee to draw up a new WSFS constitution has brought forth
a camel with elephantiasis. Considering the peculiarities of recent worldcons,
it does seem desirable to do something. | suppose | shall leave it ¥o older and
wiser heads. For those who have read "Junkyard Planet'", you know what they can do.

And in c[osing: when | contemplate our current President, | am forcibly struck
by the wisdom and the foresight of Benjamin Franklin, who proposed ¥that the Turkey
be ocur nationat bird...

THE END
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